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ADVERTISEMENT, 
Concerning the DISCOURSB _ 


ON 


SEL F-DE DICATI ON 145 


Gn would the editor of this lttle piece 
have been, could he have avoided ſaying 
any thing about himſelf on the preſent occa-, 
ſion: but as that is impoſſible, he will juſt re- 
late the occaſion on which this Sermon was ori- 
ginally z and then mention the liberties, 
chat have been taken to reduce it to the form in 
which it is now preſented to public view. 
The Earl of Kildare, having, by a fall from 
his horſe +, received a wound which had proy- | 


ent yoltiunious Ahh of Dr. Chandler, there us 
two from the ſame text which Mr. Howe has choſen. And 


as, in the explanation of the terms, the DoRor's general 
ideas correſpond with our Author's, one bans _ | 


made uſe of/in the firſt part of the ſermon, / 7-10" | ' 
December 5, 170. 'Dealcttios;'s. ai 10! Res: 
a 2 ed 


iv ADVERTISEMENT, 
| ed neatly Fatalito him; out of gratitude to the 
preferver of ie hie, fe ef the anniverfary 
of this great deliverance, for domeſtic, religious 
purpoſes. On one of theſe ſolemn occaſions, 
Mr, Ho ꝑrehched a Sermon en SEATTCDDI- 
F CATION, which was afterwards, at his Lord- 
ſhip's deſire, publiſhed, 
About eighteen months: ago; this Sermon 
came into the hands of the editor. The ſub- 
ject being common, he did not expect to find 
any thing remarkably ſtriking: but he was 
moſt happily diſappointed. Indeed, it appear- 
ed to Rich, de the rang in the : y of 
the diſcourſe was ſo forcible, and the applica- 
tion of it contained ſo much manly and chriſtian 
eloquence, that every one who trad it muſt by 
cotivinced that religion was a reaſonable fer- 
vice, and that He mercies of God oblige us to 
devote etitfelves rg him. It wift nor be worider- 
ed at that views like theſe produced a defire of 
of its being more univerſalty known, Howevet, 
on a cloſer inſpeckion, he had vanity enough to 
think it might be preſenced to the readers of 
the preſent day, in a form more Hkely to gain 
their attention than that in which i firſt ap- 
peared, Accordingly this hath. been attempted 
—with what ſucceſs time only can determine. 
The Oat contains about as much more as 


is now p erved. Something is left out in the 
explanation of the text; and yet, it is hoped, 


the 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
the leading ideas are retained. Bot thi ; 
omiſſions will be found under the aff cular, 
and between pages fifty- eight and fixt) t5-four 1 


There are, Tranny excluſive of 3g many, 
other alterations.  Obfolete words are 7 


tences altered - and, in many — an attempe | 
hath been made to ſoften the ſty o—_—_— ir 
more perſpicuous and pleaſing, 6 
After all, for a man of xo In and bur 
little leiſure from buſineſs, to appear as the 
abridger of ſo celebrated an author, may be 
thought deſerving of the ſevereſt cenſure: and, 
ſhould this generally fall on the editor, he is 
prepared for its reception. Very ſenſible he 
is, that the piece, though ſmall, hath many 
faults : but having devored more time to pre- 
pare it for public inſpection, than can be ima- 
gined by any, who have not, with his diſadyan- 
tages, been engaged in ſimilar 
he now ſubmits both it, and the following Life 
of Mr. Howe, with all their imperfettions, to 


the candour of the public, and the bleſſing of 
God. | 5 
* f 


1 What is included between theſe pages, is particularly | 
| treated, perſon. A 


Dr. 


vi ADVERTISEMENT. 


Dr. Groſvenor's Trix OF- Jesvs, 
is printed almoſt verbatim, from the original 
edition in 1712. . The ſpelling may indeed 
ſometimes be altered in conformity with the mo- 
dern praftice—a relative, or even another word 
changed, omitted, or added — but nothing de- 


ſerving of particular notice hath been —_ 5 


1 
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OHN HOWE; A. M. the writer of the follow- 
ing diſcourſe, was an eminent Non-conformiſt di- 
vine, who flouriſhed great part of the laſt, and the be- 
ginning of the preſent century, He was born in 1639, 
at Loughborough, in Leiceſterſhire, of which place his 
father was the worthy miniſter, and ſentearly to Chriſt 
college, Cambridge, where he became acquainted with 
thoſe famous men, Dr. Cudworth, and Dr. Henry 
More, from whom he probably received that Platonic 
tincture, which ſo remarkably runs through the writ- 
ings he publiſhed in his advanced years. Aﬀer taking 
his Bachelor's degree, he went to Oxford, became fel- 
low of Magdalen college, and took the degree of Maſter 
The firſt place where he preached was Great Tor- 
rington, in Devonſhire, from whence he was cjefted 
by the Bartholomew act 2. After this he continu- 
ed ſome time in Devonſhire, preaching in private 
houſes, probably, till 1665, when, with eleven other 
miniſters, he took the oath required by the Ouſond 
making, at the ſame time, a declaration concerning 
ſenſe of it +, In 1671, being reduced to. ſtraits, be c- 
cepted an invitation from a perſon. of ſettle 
in Ireland; and was chaplain for five years to Lord 
Maſſarene, in the pariſh of Antrim,” Fo: ren: n 


1 
7 


J 


„ Bartholomew-day was/ſatal to our church and teligjon, in throw, - 
t Liſe by TP | - Y 21 : 122 
| Upon 


| 


IVI 


VU pon the death of Dr. Seaman in 1675, he enme 

FR London, and preached to a conſiderable and judicious 

| ; auditory, by whom he was ſingularly reſpected. But 

e thou gh he was remarkable for a peaceable ſpirit, yet the 

i miſcuided zeal of the times, obliged him once more to 

« leavg his pative country. Dr, Barlow, biſhop of Lig- 

( coln, printed a letter for putting in execution the lays 
1 5 diſſenters. Mr. Howe wrote a free anſwer * ty 
| | his Lordſhip by the poſt ; and finding the diſſenters uni- 
verfally run * J and the proſpect with reſpect to the 

public gi o every day moxe and more gloomy, be ac- | 
n rd Wharton $ invitation, to travel with him 


tak: Lag toothed me ttor hams, | 
he ſettled⸗ at Utrecht, took . . at the 
Engliſh church i in that city with Mr. Matthew Mead, 
and others; and i in the evening preached to. his own fa- 
mily. During his Fay. here, he became acquainted, with 
Dr. + BE bas afterwards biſhop of Saliſbury, with,yhom 


de had mych f eden ++ - Farr of 
. ; Aarange 
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Le be ſen in his life 
hired web ' a E n K wesh 
ö pamela ated ie e d dhe düfte 
that ha was _Jpprichentive. it could no fubiſt-long, but that when Mr. 

Baxter; N. Mies, ang. be, and a; ſen move. wenn once le in m 

ek | would fink, and dig, and came 10 nothing.” My. own rer 
2234 left to God; thou zh aß the ſams time 
different apprehenfions, py d not teckon it 'tq 
went upon principles.” It i rather forprizing that Dr. Burner, 
ſeveral years after he was biſhop of Sgliſboty. ſhowld- tell Dr. Calump, 
that © it was not only his apprehenfion, but the * 
N great,men of the church, that non-conformity, not have. beer con- 
{ tnued to another generati as or judiciouly obſerved, 
| W AE Oo hit pr ico puree it wag. Teafenebje, to 
| —ů CONES 


veral times into his preſence, and taſked to him 
great freedom z as he ſometimes did, after he 
ag ay res 20 p i o 
Upon king James's declaration for liberty conſe - 
2 „ Mr. Howe's flock in London, earneſtly 
his 2 which he readily complied. . 
tank for 2 de beating tne and eneour 
improye it to the purpoſes 
Upon the glorious Revolution, he addreſſed the prince 
of Orange, at the head of the diſſenting miniſters, in an 
handſome ſpeech, On the pafling of the toleration a, 
he addreſſed a ſmall tract to conformiſts and 
with a view to promote mutual forbearance, The 
re ans wh þ of Patience, in ar- 
petting Future Bleſſedneſs war: L ads 
ticular occaſion for. Having employed his time, ſtrength, 
and intereſt, in the moſt valuable he was waſt- . 


ed with ſeveral diſcaſes, which he 115 


tience and reſignation to the will of his heavenly Fa- 


ther. He would be ve pleaſant ſometimes in his laſt 

ſicknels, and talked freely with ſeveral who came to Vi- 
ſit him. Riocs the Fromete hay 
Ne, had lived many years Fe un 
came to make bin  relpeiul viſt and cake dis Jews 
of bim before he died. There was 3 great deal of de- 
rious diſcourſe between them ; year» were Gray 
both fides, and the parting was very ſolama. 
He diſcovered no fear of dying, but talked with many 
miniſters who came, ie viſit him like one of us 


rous liberty,” bid. 138, +19, Fletcha's Ray on the Life 
aur ee 


b world, 


dowry, p53, note, 


* 
Orange " afterwards William II. adiajttd him f- 


| 


| 


* 


world, who. had exalted and uncommon hopes of the 
bleſſedneſs there which his heart had been long ſet 
upon. 

Having a mortification in his leg, his ſon, a phyſician, 
with a kind deſign, took the liberty to lance it without 
his leave, upon which Mr. Howe cried out, What 
| are you doing? Tam not afraid of dying, but Lam afraid 
of pain. He ſeemed indeed, ſometimes, to be got to 
heaven, everi before he had laid aſide mortality. His 
hope of heaven was however, accompanied with great 
humility, which led him to ſay, « I expect my Ten 
not as à profitable ſervant, but as 4 pardoned ſinner 
Being at laſt quite worn out, he finiſhed his courſe with 
joy, April 2, 1705, and was tranſlated into the calm 
and peaceable N of the bleſſed, here perfect cha- 
rity and ſerenity reign for Ever. 

Whether Mr. Howe be conſidered as a man, a chrif- 
tian, or an author, he ſhone in every ſituation with pe- 
culiar luſtre. 

He was a cloſe reaſoner, had a penetrating judgment, 
and an openneſs and generoſity of ſoul which endeared 

him to all who had the pleaſure of his acquaintance, 
As a chriſtian, he did honour not to the cauſe of non- 
conformity only, but to Chriſtianity i in general. His 
learning, moderation, and piety, rendered him highly 
eſteemed, by many eminent Conformiſts duting his life &; 
and have contributed to hand him down to pollefies 
as one of the greateſt ornaments of the age in which he 
lived. In ſhort, as Dr. Calamy obſerves, © he ſeemed 
to have been born into the world to ſupport generous 
1 a — e ſpirit, and an _— cha- 


rity, 
Among theſe were the Biſhops Wilkins and Tillo and the. 

Doddert Cudwortb, Fowler, Whichcote, &c. &c, Ty 
— ; Nor 


* 
Nor muſt his character is an author be here pmitfed. 
His intellectual accompliſhments were indeed eminent. 


To bis comprehenſive mind all the rich ſtores of ſeiebce 
were familiar. | 
Even Wood, is complaiſant enough, Sher ad 
owned Mr. Howe for a perſon of neat and pol 
to commend him alſo for his' ſtyle; 
ay ſmooth, and natural.” But © this 10 2 ALD 25 
the writer of his life in the General Dictionary 
Mr. Howe's ſtyle is, in general, Wonen to be War 
harſh, embarralfd, and obſcure *,” Mr. Fletcher's 
words are, * his ſtyle is what is principally complained 
of by his greateſt admirers; not but that it is ſometimes 
| fmooth, and very frequently grand and noble.” But 
whatever may be the diſpute concerning his ſtyle, there 
can be none concerning the excellent tendency of his 
writings. Chriſtian liberty is the noble prince upon 
| which they all go: for, great as were his abili 
his catholicifm was equal to them. He Wis wer 
enemy to all impoſitions, and for making nothitig necef” 
faty to chriſtian communion, but what Chriſt has _ 
neceſſary, or, what is indeed neceſlary to one's bein 
chriſtian, In a word, he looked upon the ch 
ſcheme, nat as a ſyſtem, pf opinions, or a ji hr B 5 
much as a divine diſcipline, to purify the 
form the life, Here le laid the main los 46 ws 


£.4 eb Nes In meldete wn Mn a uber ty) 

that none of the difſenters have by ſtyle at all; at the - ſame time that 
he highly extols that of Biſhop Sprat, the author of the Hiſtory of the 
Royal Society, ' publiſhed ſoonafter the reſtoration, ' But let any of Dr. 
Sprat's pages be compared with our author's glorious allegory of the 
rvined temple #, and let Dr. Felton's ä 
6f the Biſhop”  Fereher's-Edlay,jp. 306, o > - 9: 46 „ 


W 1b 
DT ee 


h 2 from 


is the Temple of God. 


4 


X 


from all his wo : but perhaps, this is no where more 
evident than preface to his two ſermons on the 
Carnality of religious Contefition, 

His capital work is Intitled the Eyre Tee. 
The deſign 1 whole i is to, demonſtrate the exiſtence 
6f the Deity ; and to im prove the notion that a good than 

Ae proof that God 7s, extends 


through the firſt part or volyme, and to the middle of 
the third chapter bf the ſecond—the remainder of the 
olume contains the oof, and explains the manner of 

s convexſible with men. In the proof of the 
vine exiſtence and attributes, he hath acquitted him - 
{elf like an able metaphyſician ; and ſeems to have been 
no ſtranget ta many metaphyſical diſcoveries, whichhaye 


fince been attributed to another great genius of our na- 


tion, confeſiedly ſuperior to him in clearneſs of ſtyle and 
method, but who muſt evidently been beholden to the 


reading of this very book for a great many things, which - 
now appear With — —_ We in his own ex- 


"Dig heoftprnquutiey wess that Dr. Elks ate . 

to. What is faid of his being beholden to the Temple for 

y things in Nis Demionftration, is taken from a note 
Airs Foncher's — a the Wridags, te of Ms, Howe, 
It in e nud, in the addition to Dr. Clarke's lifein the Biographia Brit- 
tanica, * We ſpeak likewiſe from memory, (referring to a circumſtance 
haſt mentioned). when we ſay, that Dr. Clarke liad read and availed him- 
falf of Howe's Living Temple, though we do not recolice that be even 
made fockh n ackrowiedgnaemt,” Putting: these things together, the 
wether of the preſent note has taken ſome paing in comparing the Perpon= 
sten with the Liviag Temple; and conſelſes. be. has bern frequently 
firuck with the yelemblance. the former bens do che latter in mas par- 
ticulars. But as it does mot. appear that. the NoGes: eyer acknowiedged 
eme 

of tinie, to fay an thing poſitive dn the fubjeft. r 


a friend of _ 


xiii 


In the year 1724, bis works were publiſhed in tuo 
volumes, folio, dedicated to his majeſty; King George I. 
The rev. Mr, Chandler ®, who wrote the dedication, 
tells his Majeſty, that * Mr. Howe was a perſon emi- 
nent for his great piety, learning, and moderation: who, 
though be lived in the ee our; geatenl confuliciny 
lived unblameable, and without offence.” 

It were eaſy to ſwell this account to triple its bulk, 
by tranſcribing encomiums on him and his writings from 
authors of very different ſentiments in other reſpects. 
But a ſketch only was intended. They who wiſh to 
ſee a more particular account of him are referred to 
Fletcher's Eflay, ſo often quoted, or to Dr. Calamy's 
Memoirs +}. 

To condute is , te < It is 
not to be wondered at, that a man of fo. great abilities; 
of inflexible integrity, of fuch fervent piety to God, 
and the moſt ardent and unaffected benevolence to man« 


in the Biographia, that in the deſence of the ſacred original and a 
thority of Chriſtianity, Dr, Clarke is underſtood to have been under forme 
obligations to Mr. Baxter's Reaſens of the Chriſtian Religion, which he 
confidered av one of the moſt maſterly performances on the ſubjeft of 
any in the Engliſh language.” The rev. Mr. Jones, who printed fone 
anecdotes of the Doctor in the Oentleman Magazine, 3 
made ſuch a declaration to Dr. Doddridge.” But Dr. Kippis ** has 
doubt but that Mr. Jones was miſtaken, being well afſured, that Dr. Dod- 
#ridge had never any perſonal acquaintance with Dr. Clarke.“ Biogra. 
Brittan. vol ii. p. 68. 24; edit, —— n 
lor March, 1781. | on *\ 1 
— and BBY anda 3.b. * 
r RI 
haye been conſulted. Memoirs of his Life, by Dr. Calamy, Fletcher n 
Effay on the Liſe, Writirigs, and CiaraQer of Mr. John Howe, prefixed 
to his poſthumous Sermym on the love of God and our neighbour. Nog. 
eonfotmiſts Memorial, new edition, by Palmer. General Dictionary: 
and the new edition of the Biographia Brittanica, 


xiv 

kind, ſhould be ſo much reſpected in his life · time; or 
that his very name ſhould be mentioned with ſuch un- 
common honour, as it is to this day. What a noble 

argument is this in favour of religion! for a life, ſo 

| uſefully ſpent, will certainly have a glorious period, and 
| be crowned with immortal honour. The en your 

be in everlaſting remembrance . 


. 
; — 


Although moſt chriſtians are convinced of its being 
their duty to reprove vice; yet, how to do it properly, 
they know not. — Mr. Howe appearing to have ex- 
celled in this, the following anecdote is inſerted. 


Being at dinner, one day, with ſome perſons of 
very good faſhion, there was a gentleman in the com- 
| © pany, who expatiated with great freedom in praiſe of 
« King Charles I. and made ſome indecent reflections 
on others, that were not at all agreeable to ſeveral at 
the table. Our Author obſerving that he intermixed 
« a great many oaths with his diſcourſe, took the free- 
dom to tell him, That, in his humble opinion, he had 
« wholly omitted one very great excellence, which the 
& prince he extolled, was ſo generally owned to have 
belonging to him, that he had not known of any one 
who had the face to conteſt it. The gentleman 
« ſeemed not a little pleaſed to have Mr. Howe come in 
« 2s a voucher for the prince he applauded, and was 
6 very impatient to know what that qo excel. 
hl e. . 
lence 


X 


« lence was, that he referred to. And, when he had 
« preſſed for it with importunity, he at length told him 
« it was this; That he was never heard to ſwear an 
« oath in common converſation, The gentleman 
took the reproof, and promiſed to forbear ſwearing 
& for the future.” Calamy. 
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ROM La, 
1 px$EECH YOU THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE 
MERCIES or GoD, THAT YE PRESENT YOUR 
BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, ACCEPT- 
ABLE UNTO Gov, WHICH Is . 8 
SERVICE, 


+» 1d 


1 N kg > x hoe 


NW ef wen are two things more epecially to be 
conſidered in theſe words: The matter of the 
exhortation, that we- preſent our bodies @ living ſacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, our reaſonable ſervice ; and the 
preſſing requeſt uſed to enforce it.—1 beſeech Job E. the 
mereies of God. © 
The former I intend for the principal fubjef of the 
following diſcourſe ; and ſhall only make uſe of the 
other, for the purpoſe unto which the holy Apoſtle doth 
here apply i ik, % | 
Our firſt buſineſs, therefore, muſt be, to ſhew tie 
a. of the exhortation: and in doing this, we ſhall, 
I. Explain the terms wherein the text delivers it. 
II. Declare, more diſtinctly, the rr of the ching | 
expreſſed by them, - + 
1. For the terms. By bodies, we are to underſtand 
our whole ſelves, expreſſed here by the name of bodies 
A for 


| LES 
| for diſtinction's ſake. It having been uſual heretofore, 


| | to offer in ſacrifice the bodies of beaſts, the Apoſtle 


* tells them they are now to offer their own ; meaning 
their whole man, as ſome of the following words inti- 
mate; and agreeably to the meaning of that exhorta- 
ö tion, Ghrify Gad in your bodies and ſpirits which are his d. 
The word ſacrifice, here ſignifies, whatever is by 
! | God's own appointment, dedicated to himſelf. | 
In the addition of living, the deſign is carried on of 

' ſpeaking both by way of alluſion and oppoſition to the 
ſacrifices appointed by the Jewiſh ritual. By way of 
| alluſion. For any thing which died of itſelf the Iſraelites 
were not to cat, becauſe they were an holy people: 


much more had it been deteſtable as a ſacrifice to God. 


The beaſt muſt be brought alive to the altar; and we 
are to offer our bodies a living ſacrifice; ſo far there is 


Il an agreement. Yet a difference ſeems alſo ſuggeſted. 


The victim, brought alive to be ſacrificed, was to be 
flain in ſacrificing ; but here, living, may alſo ſignify - 
continuing to live: you may be ſacrifices, and yet live 
ſill : which ſhews, by the way, that the ſacrifice we 
are here to offer is not merely bodily: No. The bo- 
dily life is but alluded to; it is an higher and more ex- 
cellent one; the ſpiritual, divine life. Tel yourſelves 
toGod, as theſe that are alive from the dead +; and verſe 11. 
| ſhews what this being alive means, Reckon yourſebves 
to be dead indeed unto fin : but alive unto God through Feſus 
Chrift, our Lord. Alive, by a life which aims at being 
like God, which terminates in him, and is derived to 
you through Chriſt. % 

Holy. There is an holineſs that ſtands i in an entire 
rectitude of heart and life, by which we are conformed 
to the nature and will of God. And there is a relative 


* 2 Cor, M. 4. 1 Rom. V. 5. 


holineſs 


130 


- ' 


holinefs which any perſon or thing acquires by being 
dedicated to him. n the pre- 


ſent ſacrifice, that it may be acceptable to And 
though holineſs, in the nature of the thing, — but 
be pleaſing to God; yet it doth not reconcile a perſon 
to him who was before a ſinner, and hath ſtill ſin in 
him. But ſuppoſing the ſtate of ſuch a perſon to be 
made, and continued good, that reſemblance of him- 
ſelf cannot but be pleaſing in the ſight of God, though; 
primarily in and for the ſake of Chriſt . 

| Reaſonable ſervice, or worſhip, as the word ſignifies, 
This is alſo ſpoken in accommodation to the idea before 
mentioned, of offering ourſelves, in oppoſition to the 
victims offered by the Jews. Thoſe were brute ſacrifices; 
you are to offer reaſonable ones. You mult preſent your 
body, Chriſtian, not as performing liteleſs, dead, unpro- 
fitable rites and ceremonies ; but as actuated by reaſon 
and conſcience; quickened and employed by principles of 
faith ; excited by hope, reverence, affection, and grati- 
tude: here is alſo implied the right God hath in us: 
hence nothing can be more reaſonable 98 
ſelves to him. | 
| Preſent, that is, dedicate, devote yourſelves, ſet pak | 
ſelves before God. As they preſented at the altar the 
deſtined ſacrifices ready for offering; ſo are you to make 
a tender of yourſelf, ſaying, Lord, here I am, wholly 
« thine. I come to ſurrender myſelf, my whole life a 
being, to be entirely and always at thy diſpoſal, ant 
for thy uſe. Accept a devoted, ſelf- reſigning ſoul.” 

Thus we are n. to the thing itſelf. hops 
non, 

- 2dh, Wich leſs end ao! the alluſive terms, we come 
more ditinUy to open and explain, It i is briefly, the 
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very remarkable. The Apoſtle is commending their 


| have been already mentioned, Tield yourſelves to Gad 


(4) 
Ds ptcatinG or QussELVvEs;,or, The giving our 
dun ſelves to the Lord, as the Macedonian Converts are 
faid to have. done , And here, ſpecial notice ſhould 
be taken of the. word Ari, which makes that paſſage 


charity towards indigent, neceſſitous chriſtians ; and 
ſhews how it began in piety. They did not only freely 
give away their ſubſtance for the relief of ſuch as were 
in want; but fir/t they gave themſelves to the Lord. 

But that we may not miſapprehend the nature of this 
act of giving ourſelves, we muſt know, it is not dona- 
tion, in the ſtrict and proper ſenſe ; that is, ſuch as con- 
fers a right upon the Donee, or perſon to whom a thing is 
ſaid to be given. Me cannot be ſaid to transfer a right 
to him who is t, before, the only Proprietor and Supreme 
Lord of all. It is, more properly, a ſurrender” or deli- 


very of ourſelves upon the acknowledgment of his for- 
mer right; or the putting of ourſelves into his poſſeſ- 


ſion, for his appointed uſe and ſervice, out of which we 
bad injuriouſly kept ourſelves. It is but giving him his 
cwn. All things come of thee, and of thine own have we 
given thee t. It is only a conſent and obedience to his 
juſt claim and demand of us, or yielding ourſelves to 
him, as it is ſignificantly expreſſed in thoſe words which 


as thoſe that are alive from the dead. 
But that we may more diſtinctly open the nature of 


this Se//-Dedication, we ſhall ſhew what ought to ac- 
eompany and qualify it, that we may be ſuch ſuitable 
end grateſul preſents to God in evangelical acceptation, 


as he requires, and will accept. 
1. It muſt be done with 4norw/edge and underflanding. 


t Dominus Abſolutus; 


By 
1 Cor, Vill. 5. 
$3 1 Chron. XXIix. 14. 
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It cannot but be an intelligent act. It und of te- 
ligion and worſhip, as it is called in the tent. It is ind 
deed the firſt and fundamental act of worſhip ; and it is 
required to be a rational act: your- r-afonable ſervice: 
Religion cannot move blindfold, And though knows 
ledge and reaſon are not throughout ons of the ſame 
ſignification ; yet as the former is partly;preſuppoſed in 
the latter, and partly improved by its they, in 
Pr opriety, be ſeparated. 9 6 | tis IIs 1 


In the preſent caſe it is _eculiggly avcalliryythatwadife | 
tinclly know the ſtate of things between God and us. That 


we underſtand ourfelves to be, with the reſt of man- | 
kind, in a ſtate of apoſtacy from God; that we are | 


called unto him ; that a Mediator is purpoſely appoints 
ed, through whom we are to approach him, and render 
gurſelves back unto him. That fo this may be our 
language in our return. Lord, I have here brought 
« thee back a ſtray, a wandering creature, mine own 
„ ſelf, I have heard what the Kedeemer of thine own 
<« conſtituting hath done and ſuffered for the reconcil. 
ing and reducing of ſuch z and, againit thy knowa 
deſign, I can no longer withhold myſelf.“ 4" 

2. With ſerious conjideration.” It muſt be a deliberate 
act. How many underſtand matters of the greateſſ im- 
portance, which they never conſider, and periſh by not 


conſidering what they know . F 


„ This is an obſcure ſentence. Lo OO 
is, that though many have a ſpeculative knowledge of the great truths of 
religion; yet, for want of ſerious conſideration, no impreſſion is mide” 
on their confciences ; and fo the knowledge they poſſeſs ſforves ooly tn; 
aggravate their condemnation. | Dr. Bates bas a fimile which illuſtrates, 
this thought in a very ſtrikiog manner. How precious a thing foever 
the knowledge of the truth be yet, if we go no farther than mers ſpe- 
culation, it will be only like a talent of gold to a man finkint in the fea, / 
which ſerves to plunge him ſo much the deeper in ui. 5 7 
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Conſideration, is the revolving in our mind what we 
knew before. The actuating the habitual knowledge 
we had of things. A more diſtinct reviewing of our 
former notices belonging to any caſe; a recollecting 
and gathering them up; à comparing them together; 
and, ſor ſuch as appear more momentous, a repeating 
and inculcating them upon ourſelves, that we may be 
urged on to ſuitable action. And though this, with- 
out the power and influence of the Divine Spirit, is 
not ſufficient; yet, being the mean he works by, it is 
neceſſary to our becoming chriſtians ;- that is, if we 
ſpeak of becoming ſo, not by fate or by chance, as too 
many are; but by our own choice and deſign, which is 
the ſame thing with dedicating ourſelves to God through 
| Chrift, of which we are diſcourſing. For, upon our 
having thus conſidered and comprehended the whole 
| 
| 


; compaſs of the caſe in our thoughts, either. the temper 

of our hearts would be ſuch, that we ſhould dedicate 
| ourſelves to God, or we ſhould not: if we dedicate 
| ourſelves, it is becauſe we judge the arguments for it, 

more weighty than the objections againit it; if we do 
not, it is becauſe to the carnal temper of our hearts, 
the objections outweigh: and then, if we ſeem to 
| conſent, it is becauſe what is to be objected came not 
| in view; and ſo we ſhould be chriſtians to no purpoſe. 


| Our contract with the Redeemer were void in the mak- 


ing. We thould ſeem pleaſed with the terms of chriſ- 


. tianity, only becauſe we had not digeſted them in our 
| | thoughts. Thus our a& undoes itſelf in the very do- 


ing. It carries an implicit virtual repentance in it of 
| what is done. We enter ourſelves chriſtians by ſur- 
| priſe, or miſtake: and, if we had conſidered what we are 

ed to do, to forbear, to forego, to endure, would not 
lf have done it. And therefore, when we come diſtinct- 


I 
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ly to apprehend all this, are likely to repent and revolt; 
Thoſe mentioned by the evangeliſt John ®, while they 
underſtood not what it was to be chriſtians, ſeemed very 
forward followers of Chriſt : but when they did more ful- 
ly underſtand it, upon his telling them plainly, went 
back, and walked no more with him. 

3. With a determinate judgment, that 'ehis ought ta be 
dne. There are two extremes in this matter. Some 
will not conſider at all, and ſo not dedicate themſelves to 
God; and ſome will conſider always, and ſo never do it. 
Stand, ſhall I? Shall I halt between two opinions? 
Both of theſe are very faulty extremes in reference'to 
the management evenof ſecular affairs; and contrary to 
that prudence which ſhould govern our actions. In- 
deed, in the preſent caſe, it is a reproach to the bleſſed | 
God, to conſider longer than till we have well digeſted 
the ſtate of the caſe. For it ſeems as if it were difficult 
to determine, whether God or the Devil had the greateſt 
right to our ſervices. We muſt at laſt be at a point; 
and come to a judicious determination of the queſtion, 
as thoſe ſincerely reſolved chriſtians did, who, when Chriſt 
faid to them, Vill ye alſo go away ? anſwer immediate= 
ly, Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of eter- 
nal life. And we believe, and are ſure, that thou art that 
Chriſt, the Sen of the living God +. But it muſt be do 74 

4thly, With Liberty of Spirit. Having thrown off 
former bonds, and diſengaged ourſelves from all other 
maſters, our language ſhould be, Other Lords beſides 
thee have had dominion over us : but by thee only will we 
make mention of thy name f. For our Saviour expreſsly 
tells us, No man can ſerve two maſters}. When the 
people of Collatia were about capitulating, the W 


* Chap. v. 7 John vi, 68, 6g. 
4 Ifa, xxvi. 14, 4 Matt, vi. 24. 
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W Romans, was, Are the Colla- 
tine people in their own power *?” vhich being ſatis- 
facorily anſwered, the matter is concluded. But in 
the caſe of yielding ourſelves to God, the queſtion can- 
not be concerning any previous tie in point of right. 
No: there cannot be ſo much as a plauſible pretender 
ngainſt hirn. But there muſt be liberty in oppoſition 
to pre- engaged ĩnelinations and affections: and this 
muſt be the language of the ſincere ſoul, in ſurren- 
dering and dedicating itſelf to the great God, when 
it is aſked; „ Art thou under no former co 


E bonds?“ The anſwer muſt be, Lord, I am un- 


der none that ought to bind me, or that juſtly can, 
& againſt. thy former ſovereign right. I had indeed 
& ſuffered other bonds to take place in my heart; but 
tc they were bonds of iniquity, which I ſeruple not 
* to break, and repent that ever I made. I took my- 

« ſelf, indeed, to be my own, and have lived to myſelf; 

only pleafed, and ſerved, and ſought myſelf, as if I 
ge were created for no other purpoſe ; and, if the ſenſe 
of my heart had been put into words, there was inſo- 
& Jence enough to have ſpoken ſuch as theſe. Not my 
tongue only, but my whole man; body and ſoul, all 
my parts and powers, my eſtate and name, my ſtrength 
te and time, are all my oẽ n. Who is Lord over me ? 
« And yet while I pleaſed myſelf with ſuch an imagined 
« liberty, no idol was too deſpicable to command my 
« homage. I have done worſe than proſtrated my body 
« to a ſtock, my ſoul hath humbled yh and bowed 
« down to a clod of clay. My thoughts and | 
my hopes and joys, have all ſtooped to ſuch trifles as 
« wealth, or caſe, or pleaſure, or fame. And 


« this world be nothing but a bundle of luſts, none of 
lin Hiſtory, b. i. 


e « them 
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ie them was too baſe to rule me. Thus, while I | 
<<, myſelf at liberty, I have. been a ſervant to corruption. * 
„But now, Lord, I have, through thy mercy, learnt 
to abandon and abhor myſelf, Thy grace appearing, 
« bath taught me 6 EY lufts . 
« Thou haſt overcome me. Enjoy thine own con- 
« queſt. I am grieved, and repent from my ſoul, that 
ct ever I put thee to contend for, and conquer thine ' 
« own,” Thus doth this Self--Dedication carry in it 
repentance from dead works, and faith towards Sal. 

5. With a full bent of heart and will, as, I have fruurm, 
and I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous ju: 
ments ; or, ¶ have inclined my heart to perform thy ſtatutes 
ahvay unto the end t. This is, indeed, an important branch 
of Self-Dedication ; namely, a willingneſs to yield my- 
ſelf as God's own property, to be for him, and not for 
another. Which reſolution of the will, though it may 
admit of ſeveral names, or be clothed with diſtinct no- 
tions, is but one and the ſame ſubſtantial act. It may 
be called, in reſpe& of the competition there was in the 
caſe, choice; or, in reſpect of the propoſal made to me 
of ſuch a thing to be done, conſent, But theſe are, ab- 
ſtracted from their references, the ſame act, which, con- 
ſidered in itſelf, is only a reſolute determination, Zeit? 
be the Lord's;” and if any one, either mentally. or 
vocally, direct this reſolution to God, or Chriſt, then i 
puts on the nature of a yow ; and ſo is properly calledy 
devoting ones ſelf. It carries in it, as a thing 
the implanted divine life and nature, whereby we 


truly faid to preſent ourſelves living ſacrifices, as in the 
text; or, as Paul expreſſes it, To yield ourſelves to G 
as theſe that are alive. from the dead, Now this ll 
not to be underſtood „ but as reſpecting a partic 


Tit. i, 17, 12. 7 Pſak cxix, 186, F: 4 ver, 114, 
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cular object, God. For before, we were not dead in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe. of the word; were not diſinclined or 
diſaffected to every thing; but peculiarly towards God 
and his Chriſt, That way we were without any in- 
clination, motion, tendency or diſpoſition, being alienated 
From the life of God, But now we come to live this life, 
and are made, by his grace, to incline and move to- 
wards him of our own accord. 

And as there are two noble principles belonging to >this 
divine lifè and nature, faith and love, both of which go 
into this Se/f-Dedication ; I ſhall diſtinctly conſider the 


nature of each. 
Faith, reſpects the aremifes of God, and what we are 


therenpoa,co expect from him ; and 10 dedicating our- 
ſelves to God, is a ſelfcommitting. We give up our- 
ſelves to him in truſt, as the Apoſtle's emphatical ex- 
preſſion intimates; I know Kd — I have believed, and I 
am. perſuaded that he is able to keep that which I have com= 
mitted unto him againſt that days. The ſoul, being diſ- 
treſſed, flees to God, knowing it cannot be ſafe any 
where elle. As once a people, not able to obtain pro- 
tection on any other terms, ſurrendered themſelves to 
thoſe whoſe help they ſought, with ſome ſuch expreſ- 
fions as theſe ; * If not as ours, yet at leaſt as your 
own, ſave, protect, and defend us!“ Nor, in ſurren- 
dering ourſelves to God, is this any way unſuitable 
either to us or to him. Not to , for we are really 
diſtreſſed, ready to periſh; it is agreeable to the ſtate 
of our caſe. Not to him, for it'is glorious to him; a 
thing worthy of God to be a refuge and ſanctuary for 
perilbing ſouls. It is alſo a pleaſant thing, and every 
way ſuitable to a ſelf-ſufficient, and all- ſufficient being, 
who hath enough for himſelf, and for all others, whom he 


* Tim. i, 12, 


ſhall 
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ſhall have taught not to dyſiſe the riehes of bis gradueſs 
Ann in theſe that hope 
in his mercy v. He waits that he may be gratious, and. 
will be exalted that he may baue mercy . He ſecks out 
meet and ſuirable objects; yea, prepares them for his 
purpoſe, by humbling their hearts, making them ſenſible 
of their unworthineſs, neceſſity, and the little diſpoſition 
they feel to pray unto him. But having thus prepared 
the heart, there is a propriety in his ſhewing mercy, 
God is to be ſought with humble veneration ; and ſuch 
an opportunity he waits for. It is not fit for him, not 
great, not majeſtic, to throw away his mercies upon 
inſolent and inſenſible wretches; for, he is the God of 
judgment; wiſdom and prudence conduct and guide all 
the emanations of his flowing goodneſs. Now it is che 
part of wiſdom and judgment to take the ſeaſon when 
mercy will be moſt fitly applied, beſt attain its end, be 
moſt acceptable to them who receive it, and honourable 
to him who ſhews it; and therefore, nn. all they 
that wait for him g. 
Let ſuch as Ar. inden to. furendet: themtitnrt 


him, conſider this. Apprehend you have undone your. | 
ſelves. Fall before him. Lie at the footſtool of the | 


mercy ſeat. Willingly put your mouths inthe duſt, if 
be there may be hope. And there is hope. Hs Gakana 
ter you, and will not reject what he ſecks. He only 
waited to bring you 10 this diſpoſition. Lows 
time for him, and a good time for you; and you-may} 
in reſigning, intruſt yourſelves to him. His expreſs 
promiſe is ſurely a ſufficient ground for it. I will u. 
ceive.you, and will be @ father unto you, and ye ſhall by my 
Jons and daughters. ene 


* Pſalm cxlvil. 1. | ci A 
2 Ifa, xxx, 18, 2 Cor, M. 17. if, 


12 f Your 


( uw ) 
Your. preſenting and yielding yourſelves to him is not 
a deſperate act. It is not caſting yourſelves away. You 
are not throwing yourſelves into flames; but upon the 
tender mercies of that God, to whom you may ſafely 
commit yourſelf. That which is pleaſing to him, and 
which he invites you to, as indeed he invites all the ends 
— . e, eee 


Again, Love being a inet ingredients in this ſelf. 
reſignation, doth alſo admit to be i ge rome 
— ourſelves. | 

- This holy, ingenuous principle, —_ the — 
of Gad, as faith doth his promiſes, and eyes his intereſt 
as that doth our own, The dedication of ourſelves, as 
it is influenced by love, deſigns the doing all for him we 
can, as faith doth the receiving all. By faith, we reſign 
ourſelves to him for ſafety and felicity ; by love, for 
fervice and duty. And an ardent lover of God thinks 
this a ſmall oblation. Myſelf? Alas! What am'I? 
Too ſmall a thing for him who is all love, and who, 
though he hath begun to transform" me into love too; 
yet how mean and little is the ſubject he hath tu work 
upon ! An atom of duſt} - Not apt: to be wrought upon 
to this heavenly love, by any love but his. Vet hav- 


ing partaken of this, it ſhall fame upward; and this is 


all the flame, in which it is neceſſary chy ſacrifice ſhould 
2 which will only refine, not conſume it. It may 


be offered up in other flames; nor will it occa- 
much regret, ſhould he call any of you to be an 
whole hurnt-feriag, and to glorify him in the fire; 
ve, even in this caſe, will not retract its vow; but 
y ater our great pattern, Not my will but thine be dus. 
Every true aan i, in de preparation of his mind, 


8 Ia, xlv, 23, 


a martyr; 
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a martyr; but there are 'few actually called to ſuffer 
martyrdom. Our love is ordinarily to ſhew itfelf in 
keeping his commandments ; and, with that deſign, we 
are to preſent ourſelves to him, as the refolved; ready 
inſtruments of his ſervice and praiſe. © —© 2 
But having diſcourſed fo largely upon the above 
particulars, 1 ſhall de n om moſt of "the fel 
lowing. 

6. This ſurrender melaes 3 in it an acceptance of God. 
lis covenant, which is now entered, is oftentimes farh- 

med up thus: I will be your God, and you ſhall be my pev- 

ple. There is mutual giving and receiving. We are 
to reſign and accept at the fame time. To take him 
to be our God, when we yield ourieves to be his 
people. 
- 3%, 1With an explicit reference to the Lord Ari. We 
are to dedicate ourſelves after the tenor of a covenant 
whereof he is the Mediator. God doth not, upon other 
terms, treat with finners. You muſt not offer to dedi- 
cate yourſelves to him, but in the way, —_— — 
terms which he hath appointed. 

The divine pleafure is made known, I great re- 
wy is had to Chriſt in all the tranſactions of God with 
men; yea, and with the whole creation. He hath 
made us accepted in the beloved : in whom tue have redemp- 
tien through his blood, tht forgiveneſs" of fins, ucror 
to the riches of hit grace ; wherein he hath abountle1t; 
wards us in all wiſdom and prudence, having made ras 
unte us the myſtery of his will, according to Bis good pleaſure, 
which he hath purpoſed in himſelf, That in the diſpenſa« 
tion of the fulneſs of times be might gather together in ones 
all thingt in Chrift, bath "which are in heaven," and whith 
are on earth'® even in him f. 

8. Wich 


_ ® Both in beaven and on carth,] The following appears to be the 
. . t Epheſ, i, 6, 10, ſenſe 
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8. With deep humility, in conjunction with fund 
reverence for the divine Majeſty, There ought to be 
ſuch ſelf-abaſement as that good man Ezra expreſles ; 
O my God, 1 am aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my face to 
thee, my God; for our iniquities are increaſed over our 
head, and our treſpaſs is grown up unto the heavens *. 
And indeed this naturally follows, from what was laſt 
aid, of the regard that ought to be had in this matter to 
the Mediator. For our coming and tendering ourſelves 
to God in a Mediator, is, in its Very nature, an bumi- 
liation, and carries with it a tacit confeflion, that, in 
ourſelves we are nothing, have nothing, deſerve no- 
| thing ; and that only this gracious conſtitution could 
| juſtify us in offering ourſelves to God, with any hope 
| of acceptance; or make it leſs than inſolent preſump- 
tion for ſinners to approach him, and expect to be re- 
ceived into his preſence and ſervice, It is not for ſuch 
as we are to behave towards him, as if we either had 
not offended, or were capable of expiating our offences. 
Yea, and had there been nothing of delinquency in-the 
caſe, yet great humility becomes ſuch applications to 
God, joined: with the profoundeſt reverence and ve- 
| neration for him. We muſt have before our eyes the 
| awful majeſty and glorious greatneſs of God, which 
| the Scriptures often ſpeak of, as one notion of his holi- 
! neſs; and to which we are to have the principal refe- 
| rence in all the ſolemn homage we pay to him. NG 


| ſenſe of theſe words. Angels and men were at meandering. 
!! ſubjeQion to the Son of God, the great Creator of both. But man having 
broke himſelf off from the ſociety, the Son of Man, by his humiliation 
| and ſufferings, recovers all who believe in him; and in his human na- 

| ture preſides over the kingdom to which in the world of glory they and 
| his angels belong, Compare Col, i, 16, 40. Ephel, iii, 10. Phil, il. 10. 
Dodd. Fam, Expoſitor, Vol, v. p. 125. 
| * Ezra ch, ix. 6, 


be 
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be the deceiver, which hath in his flock a male, and vow- 
eth and ſacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing ; for I am 
a great King, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, and my nams is 
dreadful among the heathen *, 

9. It ought to be accompanied with great" joy aud 

£ladgneſs of heart, both from the nature of the thing, and 
the expeRation we have of acceptance. The thing 
itſelf ſhould be pleaſant to us. We are to do it as taſt- 
ing our own act. The people rejoiced, for that they offer= 
ed willingly +, The fſelf-devoting perſon ſhould be able 
to utter this as his language; Glad am I, that I am 
any thing; eſpecially that I am a reaſonable, intelli- 
gent being, capable of becoming a ſacrifice to God.” 
And that there is hope of being accepted ; how great a 
Joy is that! The Apoſtle Paul | lays ſo great a ſtreſs up- 
on this, that he ſays, We labour, we make it the height 
of our ambition , that, whether preſent in the body, or 
abſent from it, we may be accepted of him ||. 

10. With an ingenuous diſpoſition, with that ſincerity. 
of heart which is to be as the ſalt of our ſacrifice 8. 
There muſt be no latent reſerves, or hidden meanings 
diſagreeing with his, which were both unjuſt and vain. 
Unjuſt, for we muſt not deceive any. Vain, for we 
cannot deceive him. The caſe admits not of reſtrie- 
tions; it muſt be done abſolutely, without ann 
or reſerve. 

You have heard this Self-Dedication is, in part, an a 
of love. And what limit can be ſet to a love whoſe! 
object is infinite? A natural limit, it is true, as it is 
the love of a creature, it cannot but have ; but a choſen 
one it ought never to; have. Thou ſhalt love the Lord 


* Mal, i. 14. | + 1 Chron. xxix. 9. 
t Dodd. Fam. Expoſ. in loc, 2 Cor. v. 9. 
% Mark ix, 


thy 
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thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy firength *. 

11. With the ſurrender to him of all that we have. 
For they, who, by their own acknowledgment are not 
their own, but devoted, muſt alſo acknowledge they 
are owners of nothing elſe. God is the only proprie- 
tor; men have indeed the uſe of what his providence 
allots them; but he reſerves to himſelf the property, and 
ſo limits the uſe, that all are to be accountable to him 
for what they poſſeſs ; and are to uſe nothing but in ſub- 
ſerviency to him. Therefore, as they are required to 
glorify him with their bodies and ſpirits which are bis; 
fo are they alſo to honour him with their ſub/lance. 

It is the greateſt abſurdity imaginable, that they, who 
are not maſters of themſelves, ſhould think they have 


| permiflion to uſe what God puts into their hands as 


they pleaſe, for the ſervice of thoſe luſts, which have re- 
jected at once the government of reaſon, and of all, 
divine laws. Or, that he, who hath ſuch an abſolute 


right in them, ſhould not have that right in what he, 


hath committed to them, as to preſcribe rules, agree - 
ably to which they are to uſe and employ it. They. 


have, it is true, a right in what is duly theirs againſt 
the counter-claim of man; but none ſurely againſt the 
| claim, and all diſpoſing power of God, whether ſigni- 
fed by his law, or by his providence. Therefore with 
| this temper of mind ſhould Se/f-Dedication be made. 
Lord, I here lay myſelf, and all that belongs to me, 
| © entirely at thy feet. All things are of thee, What L have, 


« jn the world is more thine than mine. I deſire nei- 
« ther to uſe. nor poſſes any thing, but by thy leave, 


& and for thy ſake,” 


Laſth. This dedication of ourſelves to God, fhould 


* Luke x. 27. * 


(# ) 
be done with proper and circumftantial” folemnity.. 


It 
ought to be explicit, and not huddled up in tacit, mute ' 
intimations only, as a thing that muſt be ſuppoſed and: 


taken for granted, though never aQually: performed. 

True, it is, that a continued, uniform courſe of obe- 
dience to the divine will, is much more ſignificant than 
having only once faid, (Lord, I will be thine.” Prac- 
tice; whether good of bad, more fully ſpeaks our ſenſe; 
and expreſſes our hearts, than bare words ſpoken at 
ſome particular time can do: for they, at beſt, ſpeak 
but our preſent ſenſe, and, perhaps, not always that: 
mme ood) — mas 


Nor do I think; x formal exphete traidtion in this 
matter, whether vocal or mental, with circumſtantial 
ſolemnity, is eſſential to a man's being a chriſtian;”A | 
| fixed inclination, and bent of heart towards God; fol» | 
| lowed with a courſe of praftice becoming them that urs | 

his, will be ſufficient evidence of the ſafety of « man's 
| ſtate, As one may, on the other hand, be the Devil's 

ſervant all his days, without having made u formal ov 
venant with him, e AF} 
But, though ſo explicit and ſolemn a tranſactiom 

of this matter be not eſſential to Chriſtianity 3 yet t 

may notwithſtanding that, be our duty, and I have 
| — — Impreſſions of an inviſible ruler 
and Lord, as of afl unſeen things, are very faint. "Hence 
| that inſtability in the covenant of God. We are not 0 
, uſraid before, nor aſhamed afterwards; of b ons 
 gagements with him, as with men, whom we look in 
the face, and converſe with every day. There is het. 
fore, noed of the ſtricteſt ties, — 
tions, we can lay ypon ourſelves, How appretien 
dotly that holy, excellent governor, Joſhus, ſeem of 
this, F CO 

con- 


(18 ) 
conduct: and what convincing auguments doth he uſe, 
to bring them to the moſt expreſs, and ſolemn dedica- 
tion of themſelves to God. Firſt, repreſenting the rea- 
ſonableneſs and equity of the thing, from the many en- 
dearing wonders of mercy, which he recounts from 
| the beginning, to the 14th verſe of the 24th Chapter. 
Then he exhorts them to fear the Lord, and ſerve him 
| with fmcerity and truth; telling them, withal, if they - 
| ſhould reſolve otherwiſe to a man, what he would do. 


Aud if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerus the Lord, chooſe you 
this day whom you will ſerve ; whether the gods which your 
fathers ſerved, that were on the other fide of the flood, or 
the gods of the Amorites, in whoſe land ye dwell: but as 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. To this they 
anſwer, God forbid that we ſhould forſake the Lord to 
| Y| ſerve other gods. For he it is that brought us up, and our 

| fathers out of the land of Eygpt, from the houſe of bondage, | 
and which did thoſe great ſigns in our fight: and ſo on: 
4 Ce alter ewe bv Lark — But 
i fearing they did not enough conſider the matter, he, as it 
were, puts them back, eſteeming himſelf to have gotten 
an advantage over them, that they might come on again 
with more vigour and force. T cannot ſerve the Lord; 
for he is an holy God: he is a jealous God; he will not 
forgive your tranſgreſſions nor your ſins. If you forſake the 
Lord, and ſerve ſtrange gods, then he will turn and do you 
burt, and conſume you, after that he hath done you good. 
Upon which, according to his expectation and deſign, 
they reinforce their vow. Nay, but tue will ſerve the 
Lord. Having obtained this he cloſes with them, and 
ſays, In are witneſſes againſt yourſelves, that ye have choſen 
the Lord to ſerve him. And they ſay, Ni art witneſſes. 
He then exhorts them afreſh, they engage over again, 
and a covenant is made with them. After this, a re- 
cord is taken of the whole tranſaction, and a monu- 

| - mental 


* 


ovary mas ts bis inheritance. - 
I come now to the improvement of the ſubje&t. | 
And, upon the whole, if we agree the thing itſelf is 

necedlary, it cannot be doubted, but it will appear of 


we have done it already, or not done it. If we have 
not, it cannot be done too ſoon ; if we have, it cany 


« and entirely to thee.” None of you know what pur- 
poſe may be riſing in the heart of another, even at 
this time. Why then ſhould not every one who now 
bears, fear to be the only perſon that diſſents from it ? 
But if any finds his heart reluctant, it is fit ſuch 3 
one ſhould conſider, I do not know but this deu 
ing diſpoſition and reſolution, is the common ſenſe of 
all that are now preſent, but mine. And who would 
not dread to be the only one in an aſſembly that ſhall 
reſuſe God? Or refuſe himſelf to him ? For, let ſuch a, 
one think, what particular reaſon can I have to exclude 
myſelf from ſuch a conſenting chorus? Why ſhould. [ 
ſpoil the harmony, and give a diſagreeing vote? Why 
ſhould any man be more willing to be dutiful and happy 
than I? To be juſt to God, or have him good to me? 
Why ſhould any one be more willing to be ſaved than 
I? And to make one hereafter in the glorious, innu- 
2 CF merable, 


| (a ) 
| merable, joyſul afſembly of devoted angels and faints, | 
| er r 
| King ? 
| But if any ka che haew-incliging, let Whg b 
no begun be more fully compleated in the cloſer; 
i! „ leh ugyroer nar ge Frey gangian 
i1 witneſs | 

Left any ſhould nes conſone, and that all — 
ſent more freely, and more largely, I ſhall in a. ſew 
words, ſhew, what ſhould induce us to ſurrender our“ 
ſelves to God; and what ſhould be our conduct in 
— thereof. 415 1198 

1. What inducements have * 
to God. There are divers ſorts of inducements. 
Buch as may be taken from necſſuy. For, what- ee 
can you do with If? You cannot be with 
out it, for who- make you ſo but God ?. Aud 
how ſhall he, while you hold off yourſelves from him? 
You cannot but be miſerable, having not only neglect- 
ed to engage him for you; 1 engoged tits 
\, part, york. * 4 > +» 144i Þ a4G3 

Seed as may be chien from equity. We right, 
He hath a natural right in you, as he is the author of 
| being; and an gequired right as you were bought 
j his ſon, — 2 —— and who both 
ll died} and reſo; and revived, that be might be Lord both of 
media and living; here, to rule, beveaftes, to judge us; 
But it is not to be thought he will ſuve us againſt our 
| will. His method is, whom he ſaves, firſt to/over- 
If come; to make them willing" in the day-of his power, 4 
End dare we who , and move, and have our being" in 
| Boy? refuſe to be, n 
the Lord wo bought us? 
rn fuch as may de taken {rem iu c 

+ Pha, cx, 3 t Acts xvil. 28, 


that 


(ar) 
ſought by in the text, the mercies of God: O how 
manifold are they] But they are the mercies of the 
Goipel eſpecially, mentioned in the foregoing chapter, 
and referred to in the beginning of this; the transfers. 
ring what the Jews forfeited and loſt by their unbelief 
unto us Gentiles. That myſtery, which" in other agu 
aver mori made — of ik as it is now res 
vealed unts his holy apoſtles and prophets by the Spirit; that 
the Gentiles ſhould be fellow heirs, and of the fame'\body, ani 
partakers of his promiſe in Chriſt by the goſpel v It is in 
reference to theſe that he cries out with admiration in 
thoſe remarkable words a little above the text; O the 
depth bf the riches,” both of the wiſdom" and knowledge of 
God !' How le are his judgments,” and his wways 
paſt finding out! + And they are the fame mercies which 
taiah invites us to partake of: Ho, every ane that thirfts 
eth, come to the waters, and he that hath ns money; come 
ye, buy and eat, yea come, | buy 101nes and mill wu m. 
ney, and without price. Wherefore do ye fpend your money 
for that which is not bread, and your labour for that which 

sfieth nor! hearkin diligently unto me, : and" eat ye that 
which is good, and let your foul delight itſelf in fatneſs. I 
cling your ear and come unto me; hear, uni your 


| Jhall 
eee nenn 


the ſurs merries of David t. i au 
Now nothing ought hore highly to een 

mercies to us, or more engage us to accept them with 
gratitude, and improve them with fear, than having 
them brought to our. hands, redeemed from the com 
tempt of the former deſpiſers of them. That the natu- 
ral branches of the olive-ſhould be torn oi and we in- 
ſerted. That there ſhould be ſuch an inſtance given 


* Ephef. iii, 4, 5, 6, ; t Rom, xi, 33. 
1 Iſa, Iv. 1, 2, 3, 


ug 
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if | us of the goodneſs and ſeverity of God. On them whith 
| ; but to us if we continue in his good- 
| neſs. That when he came to his own, and they recerved 
| Bin not*, he ſhould make fo free an offer to us, that if 
ve would receive him, we ſhould have the privilege to 
| be owned for the ſons of God What ſhould ſo oblige us 
to a compliance with him, and make us with ingenu- 
dous trembling fall before him, and crying to him, 19 
148 eee eee e eee Eh Ann 
and pleaſure. 
And even his mercies, eee 
dugght to have this influence upon us. Were we not 
{| loſt? Are we not reſcued from the neceſſity of periſh- 
ing for ever; and that in the moſt coſtly way? Coſtly, 
to our Redeemer; but to us, without coſt. Is it a 
= fmall thing, that he offers himſelf to us, as he doth when 
be requires that we offer ourſelves to him? That he, 
in whom. is all the fulneſs of God; having firſt offered 
= himſelf for us, doth now offer himſelf to us. That he 
hath treated us hitherto with ſuch indulgence, ſo long 
exerciſed patience towards us, ſuſtained us in ſo boun- 
tifal a manner; and now, when it might be thought 
we ſhould be communing with our own hearts, and aſk- 
ing, I bat ſhall we render? that he ſhould ſay to us, 
i Render your ſelves. Is that too much? Are we too 
inconſiderable to be his, or his mercies too inconſider- 
able to oblige us to be ſo? The mercies that flow ſo 
freely from him, for he is the father of mercies. The 
mercies that are ſo ſuitable to us. Pardon for the guil- 
ty. Light to them that dwell in darkneſs. Life to the 
dead. A'rich portion and all-ſufficient fulneſs for the 
poor, indigent, and neceſſitous. The mercies that we 
[| are encouraged to expect, as well as what we enjoy. 


John i. 11. 
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The great good laid up in ſtore! The mercies of eters 
nity to be added to thoſe of time ! The mercies of both 
worlds meeting upon us! "That here we are to lac ours 
ſelves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord 
Feſus Ghrift unto eternal life! t That, looking for that 
bleſſed hope, our life may here, in the mean time, bg 
tranſacted with him. That we may abide in the ſecret 
of his preſence, and, dwelling in love, may dwell in Ca 
who is love, till the ſeaſon come, when we ſhall be able 
more fully to underſtand his love, and retura our own, 
Nor are the favours of his providence to be thought 
little of in the time of our earthly pilgrimage. t | 
Aud now e indramen hand 
dedicate ourſelves: We are to conſider, | | 
2. What ought to be our cada in conſequency 
thereof, 
ccc 
behave ourſelves anſwerably to the ſtate we are 
brought into. For as God takes no pleaſure in fools, let 
us, having vowed ourſelyes to ſerve and live to bim, 
pay what we have vowed. Better it had been not to wow, 
than to vow and not pay; || and, inſtead of the 
ſacrifice he required of us, to give him only the 
of fools, We are upon ſpecial terms, and for ſpecial 
n een 


+ Jude ver. 1, f | 

t Faverrs of bit providence, Wc.) A mana 
writer, for not infiſting more largely on provideatial mercies; and al. | 
lege that the Scriptures oſten urge them as motives to dedicate our- 
ſelves to God, This is readily allowed, and the ſame thought roſe in the 
mind of the editor : but if it be confidered that the text is an inferences 
from what the Apoſtle had been ſaying in the foregoing chapters, con · 
cerning the introduction of the Gentiles into the church of Chriſt, in 
room of the Jews and that this was purely of grace; the objection 
be obviated, and the writer appear to have followed the inſpired pen- 
man more cloſely than was at firſt imagined, 


i Eccles, v. 4, 5. 


thus 


(Sw 
thus his, are a royal pricfthoed. 


tions and inclinations. 
But they are pries in ee 0 God. The buſi 
120 of their office, as ſuch, terminates upon him; for 
im they worſhip and ſerve. ' And this is the double 
dignity of holy devoted fouls. They are thus fing: and 
priefts ; govern themſelves, and ſerve God. While they 
govern, - they ſerve, Exerciſe authority over them= 
ſelves, with the moſt ſubmiſflive veneration of God. 
Crowned and enthroned; but always ready to caſt 
down their crowns at the footſtool of the ſupreme, Te- 
leſtial throne, 
Into this ſtate they come by Self- Dedication And 
now ſurely, it is not for ſuch to demean themſelves at 
a low rate. They are of the church of the firſtborn| writ- 
ten in heaven. * Firſtborn in a true, though not in the 
woſt eminent ſenſe; being ſons by the prime and more 
excellent fort of birth, in reſpect of which they are ſaid 
to be begotten again by the word of truth, that they ſhould 
be a hind of firfifruits of the creatures "of Gul. + Are 
you devoted to God? Have you dedicated yourſelves 
to him? Hereby you arrive to this dignity, For in the 
abovementioned place, it is faid, 1+ are come, you 
are actually, already joined to that church, and are real, 
preſent members of that holy 1 vg tee Yau are 
related and united to him, of the whole famity in 
heaven and earth is named. 1 You are of the houſhold 
and ſons of God bis, under that peculiar notion, and 


* Heb. xi, 13, 1 +a be. e th. . 
therefore 
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therefore cannot but apprehend. „ 
ſhould be peculiarly devoted to him. L RP 

Suffer me to inftance in a few particulars. You 
mould often reflet upon what you have done; and 
whoſe you now are. I am the devoted ſervant of the moſt 
high God, It was one of the precepts given by Epic- 
tetus to his diſciples, Think with yourſelf, upon all 
<« occaſions, I am a Philsfopher,” What a world of fin 
and trouble might chat thought often renewed, prevent, 
1 am a Chriftian, one devoted to God in Chriſt, Your 
having done this ſhould clothe your mind with new ap- 
prehenſions, both of God, and yourſelves, That he is 
not now a ſtranger to you, but your God; that you are 
not unrelated to him, but his. I was an enemy, now 
am reconciled, I was 2 common profane thing, now 
holineſs to the Lord. It is ſtrange to think how one 
act doth ſometimes habit and tincture a man's mind, 
whether it be good, or evil. What an horrid com- 
plexion of mind did Cain bear after having murdered his 
brother! To have dedicated one ſelf to God, if ſeri» 
oully and duly done, would it have leſs power to poſſult 
one with an holy, calm, peaceful temper of mind? 
- You ſhould hereupon charge yourſelf with all ſuitable 
duty towards him: for you have given yourſelf to him 
to ſerve him. You are his, and are to do his wotk, 
A ˙²˙ e- 
is his. | 
You are to diſcharge yourſelf of all unſuitadls eight | 
for will not he take care of his own, who hath fo fe 
verely reproved them that do not? He that provideth not 
for his own, eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe,” hath te» 
med the faith, and is worſe than an infidel,®* Do you think 


r 06 Tim. v. 8. ; 
D God 
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| ned cen ded baited Who, Banane 


. of a prince, ſhould live free from care? 


- You ſhould moſt deeply intereſt yourſelves it in \ his 


1 concerns, without any apprehenſion or fear, he will 


neglect thoſe that are moſt truly yours. 

Lou ſhould abandon all ſuſpicious, hard choughts of 
him. When, in the habitual bent of your ſpirits, you 
defire to pleaſe him, it is moſt injurious to him to think 
he will abandon, and give you up to periſh, or become 
your enemy. It is obſervable what care was taken 
among the Romans, that no hoſtility might be uſed to- 
wards thoſe who had ſurrendered themſelves. Can men 


| excel God in praiſe-worthy things ? You can think no- 
thing of God more contrary to his goſpel, or his na- 
| ture, than to ſurmiſe he will deſtroy one that hath ſur- 
rendered himſelf to him. And what a reproach do you 


caſt upon him, when you give others occaſion to ſay, 
e his own, they that have devoted themſelves to him, 
dare not truſt him? You are taught to ſay, I am 
thine, ſave me, not to ſuſpect he will ruin you. They do 

ely miſapprehend religion, who imagine it Cave” 
up of diſtruſts, doubts, and fears. 


„ Vou ſhould dread to alienate yourſelves from din; 


which is the moſt deteſtable ſacrilege. You are to re- 
ſerve yourſelves entirely for him. Every one that is godly 


. hath ſet apart for bimſulf.* Vea, and you are not only 


to reſerve, but, to your utmoſt, to improve yourſelves 


dor him daily. To aſpire to an excellence of behaviour 
it 


in ſome meaſure ſuitable to your relation. To walk 
worthy of God who hath called you to his kingdom and 
glory ;+ remembering, you are here to glorify him, and 
hereafter to be glorified with him. And, as I truſt, it 


e Plalmiv, 3. + 1 Thefſ, ii. 12, 
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is your ſincere deſire to ſerve God, you would not, I 
preſume, deſign to ſerve him under any other notion, 
than as his. By dedicating yourſelf to him, you become 
ſo in a peculiar ſenſe. It is our part in the covenant 
which muſt be between God and us. I entered into co» 
venant with thee, and thou becameft mine. This is the 
of a ſettled relation, which we are to bear to» 
wards him as his ſervants. It is poſſible I may do an 
"occaſional ſervice for one, whoſe ſervant I am not: but 
it were mean that a great perſon ſhould be ſerved only 
by the ſervants of another Lord. To be ſerved but 
precariouſly, and, as it were, upon courteſy only, a 
perſon of true greatneſs would diſdain ; as if his quality 
did not admit to have ſervants of his own. 

And who is there of us that finds not himſelf under 
ſufficient obligation by the mercies of God, unto all 
"this? Or to whom he may not ſay, in a far more emi- 
nent ſenſe, than the Apoſtle ſays to Philemon, Thou 
oweſt even thyſelf alſo unto me ?+ Shall we refuſe to give 
God what we owe? Or can we think it fit, in itſelf, 
« We ſhould be no otherwiſe his, than, as one well 
ſays, © fields, and woods, and mountains, and brute 
beaſts?” I may add, can it be comfortable to us, he 
ſhould have no other intereſt in us than he hath in de- 
vils? Is there no difference in the caſe of reaſonable 
creatures, and unreaſonable ? They who profeſs devoted- 
neſs to him, and they who are his profeſſed enemies? Are 
there no mercies conferred or offered that do pecus | 
liarly oblige us more than devils? O] let us be more 
frequent and ſerious in recounting our mercies, and in 
reflecting upon God's great goodneſs, that we may 
from time to time, urge upon ourſelyes this great and 
comprehenſive duty. 


* Eck, xvi, 8, + Philemon ver 19. 
7 2 And 


( 8 ) 


*** —— tunic | 
this ? Can they be unſafe who have devoted themſelves 
| to God? Dedicate yourſelf, and you become a ſanctu · 
ary, as well as à ſacrifice, inviolably ſafe in what part, 
and in what reſpeQs it is neceſſary to be ſo. And indeed, 
who can think themſelves unſaſe, that underſtand what 
God is, and conſider his power and dominion over both 
worlds; the preſent, and that which is to come. So 
that he can puniſh and reward in both; as men prove 
falſe or faithful to him. The triumphs of wickedneſs 
are ſhort in this world] In what glorious triumphs will 
religion and devotedneſs to God end ip the other ! 
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D Benjamin Groſvenor was born in London, the 
firſt of January, 1675. Both his parents were 
pious, and this ſon diſcovered, very early, both 2 
ſprightly genius, and a great concern about 
When he was only ten years of age, he had a moſt aw- 
ful ſenſe of God on his mid, ſtrong and terrifying con- 
victions of the power and danger of fin remained upon 
him for à conſiderable time, till at length, he heard a 
ſermon from a miniſter, whoſe name he never knew, 
which brought him to a truer knowledge of God, his 
Saviour, himſelf, and of genuine religion. After this his 
ſoul found its true reſt, and he perceived the difference 
between being awed by terror, and conſtrained by rati- 
onal conviction. 

Having acquired this ſerious and manly turn of 
mind, he no longer reliſhed the diverſions common to 
youth : but after the ſchool hours, retired to his 
fpending many hours in prayer and devout meditation, 
and in reading books on divine ſubjects with unſpeakable 
delight; and was fo frequent and fervent in theſe exer- 
ciſes, and carried them to fo great a length, that his 


good parents, who rejoiced at the eminent piety of their 


ſon, were yet, at length, very apprehenſive that he 
would impair his health, and hazard his conftitution. 
He obſerves, in a diary now before me, that “ his heart 
was glad at the approach of a Lord's day, that he 
might do nothing but worlhip, learn, praiſe, and enjoy 


God. Speak, Lord, for thy ſervant hears, was the lan- 
guage of my ſoul. I was ready to put in practice every 
thing 


| (92) 
| thing which was made known to me ns my duty, 
And then he adds theſe remarkable words; © If the 
| preacher, that day, had been ſhewing tricks in divinity, 
either metaphyſical, ſcholaſtical, or critical; if he had 
been inflaming the paſſions of his audience, inſtead of 
delivering the plain things of life and godlineſs, I had 
| then miſſed my aim, at leaſt for that tim. 
eln the midſt of theſe enjoyments, (he adds) it came 
| into my mind how I might continue and ſecure, them; 
| I could not bear the thought of exchanging theſe de» 
| lights, for the buſineſs or gains of the world. A life of 
chriſtian duty and enjoyment was what I wanted to 
| ſecure. Upon that, I reſolved to be a miniſter, and 
| then my whole life and buſineſs would lie in the things 
I moſt delighted in,” At this ſeaſon his mind was ſo 
deeply impreſſed with the truth and importance of reli- 
gion, that he thought he could convert every body; he 
thought he could make them feel, as well as hear; 
that he could ſay ſo much concerning the loye of God 
to mankind, the condeſcenſion and compaſſion of the 
Redeemer, the worth of the ſoul, the excellence and 
evidence of the Goſpel ; and ſo on, as would certainly 
faſten the arrow of conviction ſo deep in the heart of a 
ſinner, that he ſhould not be able to draw it out. 
Being at length, with the approbation of his parents, 
determined for the miniſtry, he purſued ſuch ſtudies as 
he thought moſt likely to qualify him for that import- 
ant ſervice. But although he had a great eſteem for 
learning, yet he declares, that the dryneſs of the ſchool 
exerciſes, and the ſweetneſs he taſted in practical reli · 
gion, kept him backward in literature for ſome time; 
but afterwards he purſued it with more induſtry and 
pleaſure, though he always delighted moſt in the ſtudy of 
the holy ſcriptures, In 1693, he went from from Lon- 


( 33 ) 
don, to proſecute his ſtudies under: the Rev. Mr. Jolliey 
at Attercliffe in Yorkſhire. In 1695. he returned 
from ;Attercliffe to London, and continued his ſtudies 
under ſeveral maſters, particularly the Hebrew language 
under Monſieur Capell, who had formerly been 4 Pro- 
feſſor of the Oriental languages at Saumur, in France, 
and was then an illuſtrious refugee, having fled with 
his wife and children, and a ſew books, and that was 
all, out of the reach of popiſh cruelty. x 
In 1699. he paſſed his tryals for the miniſtry ; and 
the ſame year was invited by Mr, Oldfield — 
tion in Southwark, to be their aſſiſtant preacher. He 
accepted the call, but he ſhone with too conſpicuous a 
luſtre to be long conſined to this ſtation. His ſingular 
acumen, and lively imagination, and graceful utterance, 
and the warm devotion of his heart, which appeared in 
all his diſcourſes, quickly brought him into London 
firſt to a lecture at the Old Jewry, ſet up by ſome 
young citizens of conſiderable: rank; and very hand- 


ſomely ſupported; where he, and his amiable friend, 


Mr. Samuel Roſe well, ſhone with diſtinguiſhed luſtre. 
Mr. Groſvenor went into this lecture in the year 1703. 


and after the death of Mr. Slater, miniſter at Croſby | 


Square, in 1704. was choſen to ſucceed him. He ac- 
cepted this call, and was ordained the ſame year, and 
ſoon raiſed the congregation into a flouriſhing church, 
and a crouded auditory. 

In 1703. he married Mrs. Mary South, daughter of 
Captain Humphrey South of Bethnal Green. In 1707. 
he loſt his wife, who was inexpreffibly. dear to him, by 
a ſudden and unexpected ſtroke, in the midſt of their 


joy, after her ſuppoſed happy een the birth ef 


her ſecond child. 
How deeply and devoutly bis foul was affected on 
E tis 
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this occaſion, I cannot expreſs ſo well as by tranfcrib- 
ing a fe of his meditations from his diary, on the firſt 
p 1 REA Ons 14a 
— 

Our Lord, (lays he) having hin own death in viewy 
ently; defred t0-eit'the palloret, with his difciples. 1 
have ſeveral deaths in view. I look back on ene death 
which has taken away my deareſt earthly treaſure ; 1 
look forward upon my wn; and I came now ſo to fix 
—— that I W 
and prepare for the other. 

Got das ent Lifbould cot this pallarer with 

E 
poſe to abate the bitter mt of my ſoul. There cannot 
be jo much b:tterneſs in that cup God has lately put in- 
to my hands, as there is ſweetneſs in this cup of Hefſong 
zobich wwe bleſs. The bread of aflition, and the water 
of aMiRtion, have been the proviſion of my lonely ta-. 
ble; I would with the more eager appetite fit down to 
the bread of lie that comes down from G e > 

Lord! to whom ſhould tue gu, but unte thee? That 
Baff the words of eternal life ? Words of eternal life will 
come like healing balm into a ſpirit, wounded by a 
death, that ſtrikes as deep into me as my own. Words 
of art and eloquence won't do I come hither for eres 
of eternal life. Tay conſolations, O God, are wot finall ; 
all are but ſmall without thine ! 

Philoſophy is a dry well, and an empty cloud. The 
fine ſpun reaſonings, and the flouriſhes of wit, are works 
of men at eaſe. They teach me how to write and 
ſpeak, but not to eniurr. No; but the words of eternal 
e, are ſpirit and life. Speak ſuch words to my trou- 
bled paſſions, and they will be aſſwaged ; as when thou 
7 
I I flee 


(3s) 


I flee from one death, to get relief in another. From- | 


the death of a dear Relative, to the. death of an inky- 
nitely dearer Saviour. And what is there, O my foul. 
— the death of the moſt beloved on 


earth, that is not ſweetened by the death of him who i 


was moſt, beloved in heaven! In 1712. he married his 


ſecond wife, Ms. Elizabeth Prince, by whom he had 
four ſans, William, Samuel, George, and Richard. In 


1716. Ae 
| Lecture, at Salters Hall, which. 
with great reputation, till he reſigned jt in 1349. 

Of how friendly 3 diſpaſition he was, and how, ready, 
to do kind offices, I can declarg from, my on experi-, 
ence; nor am I how hanourably and gener 
rouſiy he acquitted, himſelf. in ſome. tranſactians of a 
priyate nature, Which his warldly — * 
which were aceaſioned by ſome misfortunes that haps 
pened in his father's family. And his father and Lay 
ther being reduced in their advanced. years, . received 
the fulleſt proof of the high regard their piqus ſan paid 
to the fifth commandment. 

His ſtature was low, but his mien was manly and 

graceful ; and though his conſtitution was rather ten- 
8 yet he was ſeldom an een a 
publick work. 

His voice, though ſmall, was ſweat. and n 
eſpecially until the year 1726. when he was my 0 
ſubmit to a painful operation. of having his Vuula eut 
out of his mouth in conſequence of a yiglent inſſamma- 
tion; and which eyer Pray, occaſioned an impedi · 
ment in bis pronunciati 1 Neyertheleſs, he had ſa 
great ſkill in managing his voice, owing, perhaps in 
ſome meaſure, to his knowledge in muſic, that I have 


hardly heard any ſpeaker more capable of affecting and 
| / | | + I Com- 
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| 
| 
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commanding an audience. He delivered ſerious truths 


from the pulpit, with uncommon freedom and energy; 


and if it ſhould be allowed, that occaſionally, ſome of 
his lively turns needed an apology, I am bold to ſay, 


many of them demanded admiration. 


His judgment and faith, in the great doctrines of the 
chriſtian religion, were ſteady and unſhaken. And 
though I know not that his ſentiments ever much al- 
tered on any points of controverly, yet he deteſted cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, and abounded in candour and moderation. 
«I thank God (ſays he in his diary,) for that temper 
of mind and genius, which has made it natural 


| to me to have an averſion to bigotry. This has im- 


proved conſtantly with my knowledge. And the en- 
larging my mind towards thoſe who differ from me, 
has kept pace with my illumination and intellectual im- 
provements. Agree to differ, is a good motto. The 
reaſon and lovelineſs of ſuch a friendly diſpoſition would 
recommend it, and I am perſuaded, people would al- 
moſt take it of themſelves, if it were not for the ** 
ral arts uſed to prevent it. 

He uſed to ſay, if he was pleaſed with any of his 
own compoſitions, it is what he has intitled, THE 
TEMPER OF JESUS ;” and 1 do not wonder at this pre- 
ference, as he habitually laboured to tranſcribe into his 
own heart and life, what he there ſo charmingly de- 


ſcribes. 


In 1730. the uniyerſity of Edinburgh conferred” on 
him the degree of Doctor in Divinity, in the moſt re- 
ſpectful manner, he not having the leaſt knowledge of 
their intention, till the diploma was delivered into his 
hands, 

Beſides the ** he publiſhed, to which he prefixed 


his name, he wrote ſome ſmall pieces, both political 
and 


0 7 
and controverſial, which" are not univerſially known'ts 
be his, 

Notwithſtanding his fevbie aMiQtions; and bis lore 
to devotion and retirement, he enjoyed life as much as 
moſt men. He abounded in lively fallies of wit, ani 
few carried innocent chearfulnefs, or pleaſant converſa- 
tion higher, amongſt choſen friends, than he did: but 
when paſtoral duty required him to viſit the ſick, or 
comfort the diſtreſſed, he endeavoured to op en ſprings 
of divine conſolation in the foul, and was ſolicitous, as 
a worker together with God, to turn the ſeyereſt * 
flictions into ineſtimable bleſſings. | 

He was a miniſter in London, of diſtinguiſhed repu- 
tation, upwards of fifty years; but the infirmities of 
age obliging him to withdraw from public ſervice; he 
reſigned the paſtoral office in the year 1749. 

During his retirement, a painful diſorder increaſed 
upon him, and by degrees wore him out; but though 
many heard him groan, none heard him murmur or re- 
pine. I never perceived him to expreſs any fear of 
dying; he viewed the darkſome valley without any 
gloom or horror. He had long rejoiced in hope of the 
glory of God, firmly believing i in Jeſus as the reſurrec- 
tion and the life, and in that God, who raiſed up Ghrift 
from the dead, as a pledge andearneſt that he would quicken 
the mortal bodies of his faithful ſervants, by his Spirit 
which diuelleth in them. To a friend at Dr. Watts's 
funeral, who took notice of his habitual chearfulneſs, 
he made this reply, „I'll ſmile on death, if God will 
ſmile on me.” And this temper of mind, owing in part 
to a natural ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, but principally to 
the ſupports of a divine faith, he preſerved to the laſt. Wl 
I took an affecting leave of him the night he retired into 


his chamber, where he remained ſeven weeks; during | 
which | 


| (38) ) * 

| which, his pain was very violent, but his p 

12 — — work. In my laſt viſit he told me, no 
— body knew what he endured, but he did not murmur 

| or complain. He loſt his ſpeech ſome days, but not. 

S+ kis ſenſes, till he ſlept in Jeſus, on Lord's-day 

x 


_ the 27th, 1758.1 in the eighty- third year of his 


. are the dead who die in the Lord ; they ſhall reft 

from their labours, and their works ſhall fallow them; and 

they ſhall aſſuredly ariſe again to conſummate happineſs 

| and honour, when the returning Saviour ſhall come 79 

| be has in his ſaints, and admired in all them wha le- 

keve. 

* The foregoing account of Dr. Groſyenor, is taken from his re- 

weral Sermon by the Rev. Mr, Barker, | 
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THE 
TEMPER oy JESUS, &; 
LUKE XXIV. 47. 


AND THAT REPENTANCE AND REMISSION OF SINS 
SHOULD BE PREACHED IN HIS NAME ' AMONG ALL 
NATIONS: BEGINNING Ar JERUSALEM. 


UR Lord Jeſus being riſen from the dead, the 
method he uſes to demonſtrate to his diſciples the 
certainty of ſo great a miracle, is very complete. He be- 
gins with their Senſes, ſhewing himſelf to them, and of- 
_ fering to be touched and handled : for a ſpirit hath not fleſh: 
and boner, as ye ſee. me haue. He next addreſſes their 
Faith, by arguments from Scripture, proving, that thoſe * 
things muſt needs be fulfilled, which were written in the law 
of Maſes, and in the prophets, and in the pſalms, concerning 
bim. + And, laſtly, completes the conviction, and fur- 
niſhes them to make the beſt uſe of it, by opening their 
Underflanding. 4 Then opened he their under/tanding, that 
they might underſtand the ſcriptures, that thus is behoved | 
Chrift t» fuffer, and to riſe from the dead the third day * 

and that repentance and remiſſion of fins ſhould be preached | 
in his name, among all nations, beginning at Jeruſalem. | 
ver. 39% + ver, 44+ 3 ver, 45, 
e From 


( 49 ) _ 


From which words we may obſerve, 1 
4. Thot repentance and remiſſon of fs are bath fhe 
fruits of Chriſt's death and reſurraction; ſince it behoved 
8 Chriſt thus to ſuffer and riſe, that they might be preach- 
| ed. Had he not died and roſe again, there would 
| have been no forgiveneſs. There might indeed have 
| been a kind of repentance, ſuch as is in hell, ot ſuch as 
| that of Judas, which fent him thither ; a repentance 


unto death and deſpair. But * unto liſe, 
and remiſſion of ſins, are the bleſſed fruits that 


grow out of the accurſed tree, and do riſe with our 
Lord Jeſus out of the ſame grave. It is Chriſt that died, 

yea, rather that is riſen again, that is the ground of the 
following challenge, ho ſhall lay any thing to the charge 
| of Geod's-elet ? | Ge, 

II. Repentance and remiſſion of ſins go together, beth 5 in 
the commiſſion, and in the nature of the thing. 
To preach: repentance, is as truly the deſign and buſi- 
neſs of the goſpel] commiſſion, as to preach remiſſion of 
fins. Conſequently, if I preach the nature of repent- 
ance, the motives to it, the neceſſity of it, it is all goſ- 
pel, it is what the law knew nothing of, made no al- 
lowance for: but this makes one half of the goſpel- 


commiſſion. 
KRepentance, is a revolted Ganent s returning back from 


* and Satan, from the world and ſelf, to God, his ori- 

F ginal happineſs; as to his ſovereign Lord, to be obeyed; 
and his beſt portion, to be enjoyed; depending for ac- 
on the recommendation of the Mediator. For 

this end Chriſt came into the world, with this he began 
his miniſtry, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand, 
Wich this meſſage were the apoſtles and miniſters ſent 
into all nations; and it would be very ſtrange indeed, 


if Chriſt, his apoſtles, hi his firſt ä and his own 
com- 


1 


(4) 

commiſiott too; ſhould be all — * 
deſign, and governed by a legal ſpirit, But. 
III. — —— 
of nation or perſons ; ann 
ſins ſhould be preached unto ALL NATIONS, - 
Imponitencetind-undelicf male de aby extaptions 2 
They do indeed effectually keep our names out of the 
book of life, the liſt and characters of thoſe whom the 
goſpel appoints to ſalvation. It is no imputation upon. 
God, that the ligt of the knowledge of the glory Gad in 
Jeſus Chriſt, is not as univerſal as the light of the ſun; 
and that the book of Scripture is not read, where-/ 
ever the book of nature lies open. Their line is gone. 
throughout all the world; and wherever one line of na- 
ture's law is written, it might have been. interlined 
with goſpel diſcoveries, if it had not beefi their own 
fault; for the commiſſion was as wide as poflible ; but 
they would not ſuffer it to run; and though it was 
commiſſioned into all nations, thoſe very nations abſo- 
lutely refuſed it, and therefore cannot juſtly tax Provi- 
dence; for: the r 


receive. 


IV. Theſe great bleſſings of repentance and remiſſun of 


ſms, are commanded to be offered in the firſt place, to ſame | 


of the vileſt of ſinners ; beginning at Jeruſalem. - 4 
It is very affecting that the firſt offers of grace 


ſhould be made to thoſe, who of all people in the world 
had done it the moſt deſpite! That the heavenly gift 
ſhould be tendered to thoſe firff, who leaſt deſerved it; 
not that any can deſerve it at all, for then it were not 
grace; but they. of all people had moſt deſerved: the 
contrary | That they who had abuſed Chriſt to a de- 
gree beyond the. moſt pitiful deſcription, ſhould yet lie 
uppermoſt in his 1 ſtand foremoſt in his pity, 


* — , ——— —— —— — — — - 
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| have received another kind of charge; and that Chriſt 
preached, but carry it not to 


| hadfi known in this thy day the things that belonged to thy 


(: 48, ) 


cd none at all! 


ſhould have ſaid, Let repentance and remiſſion of fins be. 
that wicked city, 
which has been the ſlaughter-houſe of my prophets 
whom I have often fent. After them, I ſent Fobn the 
Bapti/i, a burning and a ſhinzng light, him they killed in 
priſon. Laff of all, I myſelf, the Son came ade; and me, 
with wicked hands, they have cracified and ſlain. They 
may do the ſame. by you; the difciple is not likely to be 
better treated, than his Lord. Let not the goſpel enter 
thoſe gates, through which they led me, its . 
crucifixion. 

I have been preaching there myſelf theſe three years; 
I have mingled my tears with my ſermons ; I have ſup- 
ported my pretenſions and character from the Scriptures 
of Moſes and the prophets ; I have confirmed them 
by divine miracles, and ſealed all with my blood; yet 


would they nat give ear / Oh Jeruſalem! Feruſalem! all 
that I have left for thee now is, what I have. before 


dropt over thee, a compaſſionate tear and wiſh that thou 


peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes ; and ſo let 
them remain, for I charge you, my apoſtles, to preach 
repentauces and remiſſion of fins, to all other nations ; 
but come not near that wicked city. 

But God's thoughts are net as ours, neither are biz 
4 but. as the heavens are higher than ' 
the earth, ſo are his ways higher than our ways, and his 
thoughts than our thoughts, Our way is, to make the 
chief offenders examples of juſtice, to avenge ourſelves 
5 Wr 
wrong 


( 42 ) 
wrong : but Chriſt chooſes out theſe, to make examples 
of mercy, he commands the firf offer of eternal fo to 
de made to them, and all the world are to wait tilt b 
have had the firſt refuſal of the goſpel ſulvatiow. 

As if our Lord had faid, It is true, my ſufferings 
are an univerſal remedy, and I have given my be a 
ranſom for many, that the Gentiles afar” off 'meght- bs 
brought nigh, and all the end of the earth might ſee the 
ſalvation of Ged; and therefore, go into all nations, and 
offer this ſalvation as you go z but, leſt the poor houſe. 
of Iſrael ſhould think themſclves abandoned to deſpair; 
| the ſeed of Abraham, mine ancient friend; as ervel and 
unkind as they have been, go, make them the firff of5p 
of grace, let them have the firſt refuſa of 
mercy. Let them that ſtruck the rock; drink firſt of 
Dre 
— —-— 0 

Ten them, that as I was fant to-the hf Brep of th 
bouk of aul fo, if they will de gathered, } wil be chef. 
Shepherd ſtill. Though they deſpiſed my tears, which 
I ſhed over them, and imprecated my bhod to be upon 
them, tell them, it was for their ſakes I ſhed both; that 
by my u I might ſoften their hearts towards God ; 
and by my bod I might reconcile God unto them. 

Tell them, I lu, and, becauſe I am afive again, my Wil 
death ſhall not be their damnation, wat pe | 

an unpardonable fin ; but that the blood of Fefas Chrif 
| chayjth rem al fr, even the in by which thr Mood 
was drawn. 

Fell them, you have fon the prints of the nails in 
my hands and feet, and the wounds of the ſpear in giy | 
Gde, and that thoſe marks of their cruelty, are fg far 
from giving me vinditive thoughts, that every wound | 
they have given me, ſpeaks in their behaff, led wt 
eitel | F 2 
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| the Father for remiſſion of their ſins, and enables me to 
| beſtow it; and by thoſe ſufferings, which they may be 
ready to think have exaſperated me againſt them, by 
thoſe very wounds, court and perſwade oth: to re- 
ceive the ſalvation they have 
| - Nay, if you meet that poor wretch who thruſt the 
ſpear into my fide, tell him, there is another way, a 
better way of coming at my heart, even my heart's love. 
Tell him, if he will repent, and loal upon him whom he has 
Pierced, and will mourn, I will cheriſh him in that very 
boſom he has wounded ; he ſhall find the blood he ſhed; 
an ample atonement for the ſin of ſhedding it; and, 
that he will put me to more pain and diſpleaſure by re- 
fuling this offer of my blood, than when he firſt drew 
it forth, In ſhort, 

Though they rk gainſaid my doctrine, blaſphemed 
my divinity, — abuſed and tormented my perſon; 
taken away my life, and, what is next valuable to every 
honeſt man, endeavoured to murder my reputation too; 
by making me an impoſtor, and imputing my miracles 
to a combination with Beelzebub; yet, go to Jeru- 
falem, and by beginning there, ſhow them ſuch a miracle of 
goodneſs and grace, that they themſelves muſt confeſs 
is too good for the devil to have any hand in, too God- 
like for him to be aſſiſting to; that may convince them 
of their fin, and, at the ſame time, that nothing can be 
greater than their fin, except this mercy and grace of 
mine, which, where their /in hath abounded, — 
much more abound, beginning at Feruſalem. 

I ſhall farther improve this paſlage by ſpeaking to 
the following things, 

I. For what reaſons, ſpecial to that place and people, 
muſt the goſpel firſt begin at Feruſalem ? 

II. For what reaſons, common to the caſe of all great | 
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finners, is the Lord Jeſus ſo deſirous of their conver- | 
ſion, and that they ſhould know he is ſo? | 
I. For what reaſons; ſpecial to that place and people, | 
muſt the goſpel firſt begin at Feruſalem® — 

1. Ghrift was firft to them, and therifers n 
finſt be offered to them. He was the mercy promiſed to the | 
fathers. The time of his coming, is called the time of 
the fulfilling of the promiſe, in the hope of which they wait- | 
ed inſtantly day and night; to whom pertained the ad. il 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of thi |! 
law, and the jervice of God, and the promiſes v. | 
I The promiſe of the Meffiah was the peculiar entail | 
of that family, of whom concerning the fleſh Chriſt came +. Wt 
Indeed, in him alſo do the Gentiles truſt ; but we come in | 
as legatees to the new will and te/tament in his blood, il 
whereby he cut off the entail, and brought Jews and | 
Gentiles upon the ſame terms for ſalvation, He that 
2 to the Jeu FIRST, and then to thi 

entile 
2. The wiſdom of God thought fit, jo ley the foundetie 
of the goſpel at that place, where its foundation was rf 
firuck at. 

The report of his being fiolen away by his diſciples) 
was a blow at the root, for if Chrift be not riſam our faith | 
is vain, and our preaching is vain; therefore, do you go 
firſt to Feruſalem, and confute that lie, Though it is a 
lie that has the countenance of ſome in figure and au- 
thority, yet, you muſt confront it. You are my wit. 
neſſes of theſe things t, and by your teſtimony, I muſt 
diſſipate that artifice of the devil. For otherwiſe, 
Chriſtianity muſt have offered itſelf to the world around, 
with great diſadvantage, if it had not firſt ſhown itſelf | 
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at n, and aſſerted the reſurrection of Jeſus to 
the face of thoſe wha were hired to fpread that ill-con- 
trived lie I of his being Holen away. The nations might 
| ſuſpect, that the doctrine of Jeſus durſt not ſhow itſelf 
| at Jeruſalem, for want of ſufficient evidence of the re- 
ſurrection of its author. But your teſtimony will ei- 
ther ſatisfy, or leave them without excuſe. You are 
| a ſufficient number; you are of approved honeſty; your 
intereſt lies another way, that ſhould lead you rather to 
| fall in with the ſpirit of the times, and to find your ac- 
| count in running down the ſuffering cauſez you cannot 
| bear your teſtimony without hazard, damage, and ruin; 
and it was never known, that any men forged lies to 
| their own undoing, knowing, as you do, that it will be 
| fo, Beſides, your teſtimony ſhall be confirmed by 
| figns, wonders, and miracles; not only performed by 
| yourſelves, but by thoſe alla, who ball by your teſtimony 
| kelieve in me. All which renders your teſtimony fuſh- 
| cient to lay the foundation of the goſpel ſure, even at 
| an f . where its 2 at- 

ad. 


| 2. Uhen hearing the 20 el preached elſewhere round wa | 
| hem the eight he ape think, that, for the greatneſs of 
| r by, urglaſtad, and abans 
gon * | 
|  4- Their day of grace was likely to be the f e 
| Begin at Jeruſalem, for, yet a little while, and there 
| will be no Jeruſalem ſanding z their glaſs has but a little 
while to run. Yet farty years and Jeruſalem ſhall 
| 1 Their nation, polity, and temple, ſhall 
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be no more ®, . mi 
nations, but to thoſe who have ſo little time remaining; 


none ſhould be loſt. Begin, therefore, at Jeruſalem, . Wil 
. It was foreteld by the prophets, that the goſpel ould wn 
begin there, and from thence take its riſe and progreſs inis i 
all the world; chat out of Zion ſhould go forth the law, and | 
the word of the Loyd from Jeruſalem; that in Zion be ff 
mould lay a foundation ffone. Say unto Ziomy thy King 
cometh, O Zion, that bringeſt good tidings, get thee 5 
into the high mountain : . 1 
tidings, lift up thy voice with ſlrength, Cc. f | 
Ie is allo therence of feveral-ocher: eipture proghe: 11 
cies of goſpel times, beſides the above. So that, to % Ii 
gin at Feruſalem, was one prophetical mark of the divi« | 
nity of this diſpenſation ;. the church did hereby know i 
where to look for their Meſſiah. That the world might | 
— | 
fors 00 point out. time umi place. | 
Beſides, it was fit a the den % Ded whe was 
to have the throne of his father David, ſhould begin his 
kingdom at the city of David. And farther, it is worth 
conſidering, how far ſome prophecies, which we com- 
monly - underſtand of the calling of the Jews, were to 
receive their accompliſhment at this time, by the a- 
poſtles' ſucceſsful execution of this commiſſion 
mn ens nas , agen", 
verted. 
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Begin at Jeruſalem, and after the ſaving efficacy of 


my grace appears there, none will queſtion the poſſibi- 


lity of their own ſalvation. Shall not a poor penitent 


| ſinner be accepted, when the vileſt of ſinners are court- 
ed? Poor finners of the Gentiles muſt not queſtion. 


his grace, when they ſee it offered to his murderers. 


| When they ſee him willing to have mercy upon thoſe 


who had no mercy upon him, and deſirous of no other 
reparation for the injuries they did him, but only, that 


| they would not. refuſe the grace he now offered to 
them; and that too, before all the reſt of the world. 
. * what reaſons, common to the caſe of all 


| great. ſinners, is our Lord ſo deſirous of their conver- 


ſion, and that they ſhould, know he is ſo ? 
That he is willing they ſhould be converted and fav- 

ed, is very plain. He has not left this to be made out 

by inference and deduction, but has aſſerted it in fo 


| many words. He is not willing that any ſhould periſh; 
but that all men ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth 


and be ſaved. 
His behaviour towards ſome of the vileſt of ſinners, 


demonſtrates, to what low degrees of condeſcenſion 


he can ſtoop, with how much tenderneſs he will uſe 


thoſe upon their return, whom, by ſuch indulgent mea- 


ſures he endeavours to reclaim. 


I am affected when I read that God ſtaid till the cool 


of the day, an emblem of abated anger, before he comes 
| to deal with fallen Adam; and then follows the ſinner 
| with a promiſe, who was vainly endeavouring to hide 
| himſelf from a curſe. The ſeed of the woman ſhall 

| the ſerpent's head. What a ſeaſonable relief and ſtay toa 


trembling rebel ! 
To hear God himſelf preach the roſpel to Cain, the 
firſt murderer, the firſt perſecutor. What haſt thou done? 
the 


( 49 ) 
the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the || 
ground; there's conviction: if thou deft well, ſhalt thou 
not be accepted? there's the promiſe upon repentance. If 
So that it is not the murder of a brother, nor the mur- 
der of a Saviour, that can ſink a penitent ſoul into hell; 
for then God could not have told Cain, after he had i 
killed his brother, that, if he did well he ſhould be accept» Jil 
ed; nor could Peter have told the murderers of our 
Lord, that, if they repented, their fins ſhould be blotted out Vii 
againfl the times of refreſhing ſhould come from the 1 
of that Lord, whom they flew. 

Manaſſeh was proverbial for wickedneſs, ſold himſelf 
to work iniquity, and thereby to the devil, and yet God 
did not ſuffer Satan to run away with the purchaſe ; but 
by a fore affliction brought him to his knees, humbled 
and reformed him; and if he was not truly converted 
and ſaved, ſtill the method God uſed with him, was the 
ready way to it. 

When Chriſt came into the world, bringing ſalvation, 
to whom did he offer it? Was it not to publicans 
and harlots ? publicans, the worſt of men accounted ; 
and harlots, the worſt of women! and this was the 
reaſon he gave, I came not ta call the righteous, but 


+ The author, in the above paragraph, repreſents God as preaching 
the goſpel to Cain, after he had murdered his brother. If thou det 
well, alt thou not be accepted / there's the promiſe upon repentance.® © 

But this is a miſtake: for the words, {f tan def well, alt thew act | 
be accepted ? were ſpoken to Cain before the murder of his brother 
though it be a truth, that murder, even © the murder of a brother, can 
not fink a penitent ſoul into hell; yet, as it is not the truth of the pal. 
ſage here alluded to, there is ſurely, no impropriety, in pointing out tha 
miſtake, into which the pious author has fallen. Fired with his ſubjeRt, 
perhaps be quoted ſrom memoty i but ſhe is often too unfaithful to be 
truſted, eſpecially in the application. of ſcripture language, about which 
nn 
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farmers io repentance; It was with this good deſign, ho 
kept ſuch bad company. And as a ſpecimen of his ſav- 
ing power, he carried about with him feveral of thoſe 
notorious converts, as it were with this proclamation : 
Behold the mighty things my grace can do | what ſin- 
ners I can reclaim ! what ſins I can pardon ! how ma- 
ny devils I can caſt out ! Look upon theſe and believe, 
that I am able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto 
God by me. Look upon theſe and believe; that no kind, 
number, degrees of fins, can keep a man out of heaven, 
that do not keep him from coming to Chriſt ! 

The woman of Samaria, a laſcivious perſon by her 
own confeſſion, and by Chriſt's diſcovery; yet, with 
how ſoft and winning an addreſs does he aſſure her, f 
thou kneweſt the gift of God, and who it is that ſaith to 
thee, give me to drink, thou wouldft have aſked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water. To covetous 
Zaccheus, he ſays, This day is ſalvation come to thine houſe. 
Salvation to be had for fetching was great grace ; but 
he brings it home to his houſe, . 

How he dignifies his ſufferings! how he turns the 
ignominy of his croſs into glory, by proving the ſaving 
merits of his death in the converſion arid ſalvation of the 
dying thief! There the poor wretch hung bleeding 
his laſt. With what eyes, with what heart and thoughts, 
muſt the expiring criminal ſurvey a Jeſus hanging by 
him upon a croſs covered with bload and ſcorn, ſo as 
to collect the remainder of his breath into ſuch a pray- 
er, Lord, remember me when thou comeſt into thy kingdom, 
What? to a dying perſon for life! to a crucified Jeſus 
for a kingdom ! to one that appeared out caſt by the 
Jews, and deſerted even by his own diſciples, to ſuch 
a one for admiſhon into the kingdom of glory! Haw 
extraordinary the requeſt? how gracious the inward 


operations 
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operations that produced it? And how ſpeedy and full 1 
the anſwer, This day ſhalt thou be with me in paradiſe! | 
I will carry thee up with me into heaven, as the fruit of | 

the preſent travail of my ſoul, as a trophy of my victory 
over Satan, and will ſhow thee there, as part of the 
ſpoils that ſhall adorn my triumphs over hell and its 
powers; and as the earneſt of the full recovery and Ii 
ſalvation of all thoſe, for whom I am now dying. He | 
fnatches from the very brink of hell, one that ſeemed Ii 
not only yoid of grace, but paſt grace; and melts the | 

heart in an inſtant, that had been hardening for many | 


years, 
St. Paul ſpeaks of himſelf as if he were a monument 
ſet up by Chriſt to bear ſuch an inſcription as this. This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus 
Chrift came into the world to ſave ſinners, of whom I am 
chief, Howbeit for this cauſe I obtained mercy, that in me 
firft Jeſus Chrift might ſhew forth all e for a 
pattern to them who ſhould hpreafter believe on him to life 
everlaſting “. 

The crucifixion of our Lord was the moſt doleful 
tragedy cruelty ever acted, or forrow could deſcribe. 
Wherever the guilt of it could fall, one would think it 
ſhould be with weight enough to fink them below the 
reach of mercy. The apoſtle charges it home upon 
Jeruſalem, Him—You have taken, and by wicked hands 
have crucified and ſlain. Never can any miniſter preach 
again to ſo wicked an auditory, till a new kind of wick- 
edneſs ariſe, greater than the murder of the Lord of 
life, Yet, to waſh theſe wicked hands from the guilt 
of all they had done, he tenders the laver of the blood 
of Chriſt, inviting them to repent, and be baptized in the 


name of Feſus Chriſt, every one of you, for the wages 
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fins, and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt; not ex- 
cepting any that were concerned in it, not excepting 
any of thoſe prieſts who perſuaded the multitude to aſk 
Barrabas, and deflroy Jeſus; nor him that ſpit in bis 
face, or ſtruck him on the head ; nor him that thruſt 
the ſpear into his ſide, if any of theſe ſhould happen to 
be in the crowd; and he was ſo happy as to prevail with 
about three thouſand of them at that one ſermon. And 
a little while after, we are particularly informed, that 
ſome, even of the prisfts alſo, were obedient to the faith. A 
thing ſo much the more worthy of remark, to the ho- 
nour of the word and grace of God, as the knowledge 
af that ſort of men did both aggravate the crime of their 
diſobedience, and enable them, beyond others, to parry 
off the conviction of it. | 
Simon Magus, though he had been a ſorcerer, yet 
upon profeſſion of his faith and ſubjection to Chriſt, the 
apoſtles were ſo far from ſuppoſing he could not become 
a Chriſtian, or that the mercy of God did not extend 
even to ſuch a character, upon repentance, that they 
baptized him. And when afterwards it appeared, that 
he was yet in the gall of bitterneſs, and the bond of inigui- 
ty, and had acted only an hypocritical part; neverthe- 
leſs, to ſhow, that if he were yet loſt, it could nat be 
from any defect of the ſaving grace of God, but from 
his continuing to be a hypocrite, they ſend him to the 
grace of God by prayer, that the thoughts of his beart, 
as vile as they had been, might be forgiven him. 
. The reaſons of this merciful conduct, towards the 
vileſt and greateſt of ſinners, may be ſuch as theſe, 
I. The defperateneſs of the caſe of great ſinners, makes it 
needful they ſhould have good aſſurances. © 
Their danger is more near and imminent. They 
are upon the very brink of deſtruction, Their damna- 
| tion 
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tion lingereth not, but haſteneth to meet them and they, 
at the ſame time, are advancing apace toward that; 
as Goliah, with large ſteps, made haſte to meet the fa- 
tal ſling and ſtone, with which David alſo ran toward 
him at the ſame time. Their ſins are a vaſt number, 
the cry of them loud for vengeance, the weight and 
aggravations of them heavy; Satan the executioner has | 
them bound in the chains of luſt, under the ſentence of ³⁵ 
a condemning law; the juſtice of God is whetting its 
littering ſword to cut them off; and there is but a 
ſingle breath. between them and damnation, which may 
very eaſily and ſuddenly be ſtopt: ſo that the mercy is 
greatly heightened in being offered to ſuch as theſe in 
the firſt place, and with a particular ſolicitude to win 
them over. This wine muſt be given to them that are fo 
ready ta periſh. 
Beſides, it is with great difficulty that great ſinners, 
upon conviction, are even now brought to believe there 
is mercy for them: and it would have been harder ſtill, 
had there been no inftances wann 
ſinners of an uncommon ſize. 
Had the goſpel taken a large round before i it came to 
Jeruſalem, the offers of mercy would not have been fo 
eaſily believed, as when they came ſo freſh from his own 
lips, whoſe anger they had much more reaſon to fear, 
than to hope for his mercy. But the unparalleled grace 
of ſending it to them firſt, was ſuperior to all objection. 
This ſets it as much above all doubt and ſcruple, as it 
was beyond all example or expectation. Indeed, before 
finners are awakened to a ſenſe of their fins, and of 
God's juſtice, they are very confident of his ; 
The mercy of God is infinite, ſay they, goodneſs is his 
nature, he never made any of his creatures to do them 
hurt, and it is an eaſy thing enough, to entertain the 
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hopes of ſalvation through the merits of Chriſt, and the 
mercy of God. But how ſuddenly is the ſtyle altered, 
upon a deep conviction of conſcience, and the opening 
the eye to ſee the number, nature, and aggravation of 
their ſins, together with the law, the holineſs, and juſ- 
tice of God arming againſt them? Then, is there 
mercy for ſuch a wretch as /? Is it poſſible for me to 
be ſaved? Can ſo black a foul as mine be waſhed into 
purity, and ſo much guilt as I have contracted be re- 
moved? They, who before thought ſin but a trifle, 
are now ready to think it all unpardonable, They, who 
a little before were ready to ſay, there is no fear, are 
now ready to conclude, there is no hope, They now 
do as much need the encouragement of ſuch an inſtance 
as this, as before they were ready enough to abuſe it. 
2. The converſion of a great ſinner renders the grace of 
God the more glorious. TRE 
Begin at Jeruſalem, and the wonders of my grace 
there, will raiſe my name IEs us, to its juſt eſteem in 
the world, The Sayioyr, the God will appear in all 
their height and luſtre, and my power to ſaue to the ut- 
termoſt, all that come unto God by me, Let the world ſee 
what diſtempers the {kill of this phyſician can heal, and 
what ſins the grace of God can pardon. It js like the 
honour a phyſician gains by healing a diſtemper given 
over by all others, Jeruſalem ſeemed abandoned to 
ſin, miſery, and the devil, when Chriſt ſaid, Now the 
things of thy peace are hid from thine eyes, thine houſe is 
left unto thee deſolate, A deſperate caſe He muſt be 
mighty to ſave indeed, who undertakes ſuch a caſe as 
this! And yet, that future ages might belieye there 
could be no ſuch thing as a foil to the ſkill and pawer 
of our phyſician, to ſhow his art in ſaving ſouls, he ſends 


the remedy thither firſt, where one would haye thought, 
em 
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them paſt all, and makes it effectual to evety one that 
puts himſelf into his hands. For God, who is rich in mercy, 
for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were 
dead in fins hath quickened us together with Chriſt, by grace 
ye are ſaved; and hath raiſed us up together, and made us 
fit together in heavenly places in Chriſt Feſus, that in the 
ages to come he might SHOW THE EXCEEDING RICHES 
QF HIS GRACE, in his kindneſs towards us, through Chriſt 
Jeſus . This, he declares, is to get himſelf a NAME; 
for he ſays, will cleanſe them from all their miquity, 
whereby they have ſinned againſt me, and whereby they have 
tranſgreſſed againſt me: and it ſball be to me a NAME of 
joy, a praiſe, and an honour before all the nations of the earth, 
which ſhall hear of all the good I do unto them f. I, even I 
am he that blotteth out your iniquity for my NAME's ſake. 
So when they had heard that he which perſecuted us in 
times paſt, now preached the faith which once he deſtroyed, 
they glorified God in me 1. It renders the grace of God 
the more glorious. 
3. The converſion of great ſinners does more than ordi- 
nary weaken the intereft and kingdom of Satan. 
They are leading men in the party of hell. They 
do a great deal of miſchief before, and generally do a 
great deal of good after their converſion. Their ex- 
ample very often draws in others. If one finner ſpoils 
a great deal of good, the converſion of ſuch an one pre- 
vents a great deal of miſchief. Paul, who while an | 
enemy, | perſecuted the church beyond meaſure; when an 
apoſtle, laboured more abundantly than they all. While an 
enemy, he ſays of himſelf, that he was exceedingly mad 
againft the chriſtians; and when a preacher, in the 
greatneſs of his zeal, he was thought to be fo for them. 
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The devil loſt all the cruel activity of ſuch an agent, 
when he was taken off by grace, and the intereſt of 
Chriſt had the advantage of a diligence in its favour, 
proportionable to what he had uſed before in doing 
miſchief, 

They are ſenſible how much grace went to their re- 
covery — how much was forgiven them — how-much 
they are thereby obliged ; for, ts whom much is forgiven, 
the ſame loveth much, as our Lord ſaid of a notorious 
convert. She anointed him with ointment, and bowed . 
down to his feet that ſhe might bathe them with her 
tears, ſhe. poured out her heart at her eyes; while the 
wept over his feet, ſhe kiſſed and anointed them, wiped 
them with the hair of her head d, and there ſhe could 
as willingly have poured out her life and blood. He 
could hardly get water for his feet of Simon : but he 
was a Phariſee, and thought himſelf no very great ſin- 
ner ; while the poor woman's love was extremely ten- 
der, officious, and overflowing. | Seeft thou this woman, 
fays Chriſt, thou gave/t me no water for my feet ; but ſhe 
hath waſhed my feet with her tears, and wiped them with 
the hairs of her head, &c. The reaſon of this different 
carriage he explains in the after parable, of which this 
is the ſum, That to whom much it forgiven, they love much. 
Hence thoſe fervent prayers, that activity and diligence, 
thoſe warm affections, that ready ſelf-denial, that ex- 
emplary piety, all which ſhine forth in ſome notorious 
converts, who think they can never do enough for him, 
who has done and ſuffered, who has given and forgiven 
ſo much to them. But in ſuch converts as'theſe ; 

4. The graces of ſan#tification do ſhow OY and 
appear with fingular advantage and luſtre. | 

Begin at Fer uſalem, and if any of thoſe obſtinate fin- 


Luke vii. 38. 
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ners there ſhall be ſoftened, melted, and converted to 
me, it will appear to be the grace of God indeed. Be- 
gin, not at Athens, among philoſophers ; but at Jeruſa- 
falem, among the work of ſingers, whoſe reformation,” | 
virtue, and | goodneſs, can be imputed to nathing elfe 
but the grace of God. When a perſon of good educa- 
tion, and ſome morals, one who. paſſes far a good fort of if 
a man among his neighbours, is converted, the change 
is not ſo viſible, the tranſition is not fo diſcernible, ei+ 
ther to himſelf, or others. For this reaſon it is, that 
the time and circumſtances of converſion are ſeldom 
remembered by ſuch, as the brighteſt line does not ſhow 
itſelf upon a light wall. But when the grace of God 
lays hold of an immoral man, a perfon notoriouſly 
wicked, every one fees the new creature, the alteration 
is plain, all behold it, and ſay, he is a new man, he is 
become quite anather thing, the Ethiopian ſkin is 
changed, the leopard ſpots are removed, and the wolf is 
turned into a lamb. When they can ſay of one who | 
neglocted all duty, Behold, be proys; of a perſecutor, 
that be preacheth the faith which be once defrayed. When 
they ſee a Magdalen, whoſe former character and life 
was as wretched, as if the had been poſſeſſed with ſaven 
devils ; when they ſee ſuch an one at the feet of Jeſus; a 
covetous Zacheus, who never thought he had enough, 
not only refund his unjuſt extortions, but giving B 
his goods to the poor. When they ſee the drunkard no i 
more fithd with wine, wherein is exceſs, but filled with the 
foirit ; the voluptuous, become ſelf-denying ; the paſſi- 
onate and revengeful, meek and patient; the proud, 
humble and lowly this ſhows the grace of God to the 
greateſt advantage; When the divine pencil lays ſuch 
bright colours and lovely features, on ſo black a 
ground. : 
a H 5. The 


. 


5. The converſion of ſuch notorious finners will leave alt 
thoſe who continue obſtinate and impenitent, without ex- 
cuſe. | 

, Who can fay after this, that the mercy of God was 
not great enough to forgive his ſin, or the grace of 
God ſtrong enough to overcome his corruptions, when | 
this mercy and grace is offered to the vileſt of ſinners |. 
in the firſt place, VI had not come, and ſpoken unto _ 
them, they had not had fin, in compariſon with what they 
now have: but now they have no cloak for their ſm *, , 
Did I not tell thee, I was able to ſave to the uttermeſt, 
all that come unto God by me; and to give proof of it, 
ordered my goſpel to begin at Feruſalem. 

The ſinner that ſhall ſtand at the bar of God, with 
guilt in his looks, trembling in his joints, and convul- 
fions in his conſcience, Fearful apprehenſions! Can 
he deny his guilt? No; the eye of his judge, like a 
flame of fire ſhoots into the heart and conſcience, light 
and pain, conviction and anguiſh at the ſame time. 
Such light and conviction as make the old records there, 
which time ſeemed to have devoured, legible again. 
Can he form excuſes? What can deſpair and unbelief 
ſay, for having kept a ſinner from Chriſt and heaven 
Ah Lord! I thought myſelf too great a ſinner to be 
pardoned ; that is, Chriſt may reply, you thought I was 
a liar, when I told you, All manner of fin and blaſphemy 
ſhould be forgiven unto men; when J told you, that the 
blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all fin. Look then upon 
Adam, who deſtroyed a world, Manaſſeh, Rahab, Mag- 
dalen, Zacheus, Paul, and eſpecially on thoſe Jeruſalem 
ſinners, who laid hold of eternal life, with hands ſtained 
with my own blood. But I thought it would have been 
time enough upon a deathbed. But by my ordering them 
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to begin at Jeruſalem, I let all the world know thar no | 
time was ever to be loſt, I thought I could have plead - 
ed, what I have often put off others with, that, if I was | 

decreed to be ſaved, I ſhould be faved; and if not —— | 
But who empowered thee to make ſuch rules of acting 

/ to thyſelf? Upon this reaſoning, there was no need of 

4 beginning any where, Why muſt ſecret things which | 

belong to God, be your rule, in neglect of the plain re- 

7 vealed things that belong to you and your children; 

when I never made them a rule for your conduct, nor 

7 would you ever do it in any other cafe of value? Vou never 

vould venture your life, health, or limbs, upon ſuch a 

notion of my decrees, which ſhows the bypocrify of | 

ſuch a pretence. You never ſaid within yourſelf, If I | 
am decreed to eſcape, I ſhall efcape, and fo refuſed to | 
avoid a wild beaſt, or the mouth of a cannon. If Iam | 

' decreed to be preſerved, I ſhall be preſerved, and ſo let 

the fire burn that had kindled upon your houſe: and 

| why the end, ſalvation, ſhould be expected merely from 
a decree, without the means, repentance, faith, and ho- } 

7 lineſs, when you always joined them together in other 
caſes, is only becauſe in this caſe you did not like the 
means. And by the very decrees you plead, I have or- 
dained, that ſuch ſhall never obtain this end, who diſlike 

the means; who neglect—holineſt, without which no man 

ſhall ſee the Lord, But, O Lord! I had heard a 

deal of thy mercy, even to thy murderers, and I thought 

I might have depended upon it. To which Chriſt may 

finally anſwer, ſuch mercy as you depended upon was 

never heard of in my goſpel; it was a pure invention it 
of your own and the devil's; and as for Jeruſalem, re- 
pentance always went along with that . commiſſion if 
which carried them the forgiveneſs of ſins, | 
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To what has been ſaid, for the practical improve» 
ment of this behaviour of our Lord, we may add . 
following remarks; 

1. The grace of God akvays prevents us, ei 
with us. 

Begin at Feruſalem, or Jeruſalem would have been 
long enough before they would have ſought after him : 
he prevents us with the bleſſmgs of his goodneſs. The good 
Ahepherd goes after the loſt ſheep: for he came to 
| ſeek, in order to ſave, that which was loſt, While the 
prodigal was a great way off, the father runs to meet 
him; fo little reaſon is there to fear he will run from 
'us, then we come to him. | 

2. This is ftrong conſolation againſt any temptations to 
Aeſpair, thet ariſe from the 1 of your being the 
greateſt of ſinners. 

What could our Lord do more to encourage you to 
hope? And what can you do ſo 'unſuitable to all this, 
as to throw it up, in diſtruſt of him, or deſponding in 
yourſelves? Is it poſſible for all the powers of darkneſs 
to form a'cloud ſo gloomy, as this will not dart ſome 
ght and comfort through? Open chy ſoul to this aſ- 
ſurance, it is a beam from the face of thy Redeemer, 
10 give light to them that fit in'darkneſs, and in the ſhadow 
death. Look upon Feruſalem, and tell the devil he lies, 
the next time he ſays there is 0 hope. 

But he urges, I am a vile ſinner. True, yet this text 
fands between me and damnation, between me and 
deſpair, But I am the chief of finners.—Agreed— 
make me as black to my own-confcience as poſſible, it 
hall only ſerve to raiſe my admiration of the free grace 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and drive me the ſurer to him 
who came into the world 7 fave ſmners, of whom I am 
chief. — But thy fin is ſuch it cannot be forgiven. — 
| That's a lie of the devil; for the blood of Feſus Chriff 
cleanſethy 
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cleanſeth us from all ſin ; and all manner of fin and b. 
phemy ſhall be forgiven unto men. — But you have ſinned 
the ſm againſt the Holy Gh. —If ſo, you were too ſure 
of me to give me all this diſturbance; when the flrony | 
nan keeps the palace, all is in paace; no workings of the | 
good Spirit, no diſturbance from the evil one. ers 


| 

cern about my foul, and your oppoſition, are things in 
conſfiene with the ato:pou would perfwate tis Litatdal 
| 

| 


I will not let go my hape, ſince he wants nothing be- 
longing to a complete Saviour, and I want nothing 
but what I may receive from him. 
3. Theſe things conclude as flrongly againſt preſumption is 
the other extreme. 
Look over all the inſtances here mentioned, and 
dee if any of them were ſaved without faith and re- 
pentance. Will you fay, Paul, Mary Magdalen, anfl 
the Jeruſalem ſinners, were ſaved by Chriſt upon their 
faith, repentance, and new obedience ; therefore I ſhall 
be ſaved by this mercy without them? They were ſavel 
from their fins, therefore I ſhall be ſaved in them? This 
is preſuming upon a ſort of grace, that the Bible no 
where promiſes, and that never ſaved any one ſoul yet, 
nor ever will, Beſides, were not thoſe who remained 
impenitent, afterwards deſtroyed for all this? Pro- 
perly ſpeaking, none ought to deſpair of the mercy of 
Chriſt, but thoſe who thus preſume upon it, by expect- 
ing the benefits of it, in a way it ſhall never be beſtow- 
ed. The eftabliſhed order of falvation is, repentance an 
remiſſion of ſms ; we are ſaved by grace through the waſh- 
.ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghg/t : out 
of this method, all the merit of Chriſt, and all the 
mercy of God will not ſave me. It was mercy and 
grace brought forth this method, wiſdom and juſtice 
approved it. Can the ſame mercy and grace annul it? 
Can truth and holineſs ever leave it? In this method, 
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the worſt of ſins ſhall not be my ruin; but out of it, all 
the grace in heaven cannot prevent it, becauſe, properly 
ſpeaking, there is no ſuch grace in heaven, nor any 
where elſe, but in the vain imagination of thoſe who 
love their ſins too well to part with them, even for 
eternal life itſelf, 

The offer of ſalvation, is, indeed, amazing grace; 
but mercy merely offered, ſaves no man, without ac- 
ceptance of the grace, and compliance with the method 
of ſalvation. It is to as many as received him, that power 
is given to become the ſons of God. What is included in 
this acceptance of mercy; how the grace of God 
works in us; what we can do, or cannot do in it, be- 
longs not to me at preſent to enquire. But the abſo- 
lute neceflity of the thing itſelf, is what appears from 
this text, againſt all preſumption whatſoever, becauſe, 
there is nothing in heaven or earth, provided in the 
room of faith and holineſs, nor can any one ſtand forth 
and ſay, that the grace of the goſpel has made proviſion - ' 
of any thing, either in God, Chriſt, or the Spirit of 
God, to ſtand in the room of faith and holineſs: for 
without theſe, I have no part in God or Chriſt : and 
farther, becauſe theſe ſinners of Jeruſalem, who did not 
repent and believe, according to this commiſſion were 
afterwards, notwithſtanding the grace of the offer, 
finally deſtroyed. In a word, the immenſe goodneſs of 
this offer forbids all deſpair, and yet at the ſame time, 
doubles the damnation of ſuch as dare ſinfully preſume 
upon it on the one hand, or refuſe it on the other. 

4. This is a warrant and obligation upon miniſters to 
offer ſalvation to the worſt of ſinners. 

They were to go into the city, and preach re- 
pentance and remiſſion of fins to whoſoever they had 
met. Had they met the falſe witneſſes, that witneſſed 
againſt him, had they met thoſe that cried out, Grucyy 

a bim 
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him, Crucify him, they muſt have preached this fame cru. 


eified Jeſus to them all. 

The original commiſfions are the model of all our 
after preaching, and by comparing them together, they 
deliver the two great ends of preaching ; one is, the 
converſion of ſinners. Let repentance and remiſſion of fins 
be preached unto all nations; the other, edification of 
Saints. Teaching them to do, whatſoever I have commanded. 
This is the whole counſel of God. You therefore, who 
are chriſtians, ſhould not think much of the time and 
pains laid out ſometimes upon ſinners, in thoſe things, 
both of knowledge and practice, which, it may be, 
you are already very well acquainted with. There was 
a time when you needed the ſame things to be laid be- 
fore you; others then ſat by and heard thoſe things 
which proved your converſion, though they were well 
acquainted with them, and had heard them many times 
before. 

They forget this, who give way to ſuch a nicety in | 


hearing, as creates indifference, if not uneaſineſs, un- 


der the plain and neceſſary addreſſes to thoſe who are 
yet in their ſins, and to people of a lower claſs. Some 
are all for a word of knowledge, and deſpiſe what is not 
deep, reſearched, and peculiar—We knew all this be- 
fore—As if, affecting the mind, impreſſing the conſci- 
ence with a more religious ſenſe of truths that are very 
well known, and repeating thereupon the ſame acts of 
worſhip to God, which they are, in their nature, apt 
to produce, were no part of our religion ; when indeed; 

it is the very beſt part, and that, to which all knowledge 
is no farther excellent, than as it is ſubſervient. Others 
are all for a word, of affection, and that which does not 
elevate, ſurpriſe, and powerfully move the paſſions, is, 
with them, but a dull ſtory ; forgetting, that our buſi. 
| nets 
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neſs is not only to raiſe the affections, but to inform 
the judgment, that you may grow in all wiſdom and un- 
deyftanding.' In ſhort, we ſhould have but few conver- 


ſons, and the greateſt part of the world would die in 
their fins, if you were never to hear any thing that you 
knew before. And, on the other hand, if we were al- 
5 ways /aying again the foundations, there would be but 
few built up in their moſt holy faith. It remains, then, that 
we endeavour as we can, to approve ourſelves ſuch wiſe 
fewards, as may give every one his portion in due ſeas 
fon; that while the /frong men muſt have their meat, 
the babes in Chriſt may not want the fincere milk of tha 
word, that they may grow thereby ; remembring always, 
that it is more to our purpoſe, to convert one foul, than 
merely to entertain a thouſand. 

5. The infinite fuſficiency of the merits of Chriſt's ſuffers 
ings and death is ſeen in this offer. 

The Ancients uſed to ſay, If you would ſee the Tris 
xity, you muft ga to Jordan; where the Son was bap- 
tized in the river, the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon 
him, and the Father's voice was heard, ſaying, This is 
my beloved Son, I may ſay, If you would fee the inſi- 
nite ſufficiency of the merits of Chriſt, and the exceed- 
ing riches of his grace, you muſt go to Jeruſalem, and 
ſee, to what ſort of people he does, in the firſt place, 

n the treaſures of mercy ; the unſearchable riches of 
Grit; unſearchable indeed, ſince Jeruſalem's fins could 
not exhauſt them. Be it known unto you, men and hre- 
thren, that through THis MAN is preached unto you the 
FORGIVENESS OF $INsS, and by HIM all that believe, are 
juſtified from all things, from which they could not be juſti- 


fed by the law of Moſes. 
6, He that could firſt deftroy fin in its full flrength, fo 
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#t the height, and in the won of charafters; can eaftly-de 
it, where it is in part already mortified and ſubdued; © 
If ſinners of ſuch a rank and ſize are ſanctiſied and 
| faved, will he not carry on the work in a weak chriſs 
tian? He who was able thus to ſeize and recover the 
ſturdy offender, that can thus conquer fin in its fult 
ſtrength and vigour, cannot he ſubdue it when it is half 
dead and mortified? He that can raiſe from the dead; 
can ſurely continue life where it is begun. It is a 
comfort to a weak and trembling chriſtian to ſee hat 
Chrift has done for . the moſt wicked and hardened 
ſinners; for he that can thus turn a wolf into a lamb, 
can ſurely preſerve the lamb from the devourer. 
7. Feruſalem is the mother-church of all churches, the 
mother of us all, | 
There, the goſpel began, thence, it had its riſe and 
ſpring. As at Antioch the chriſtian name, ſo at ſeru- 
ſalem the chriſtian church, firſt began. How proud had 
Rome been, if either of theſe had been done at that 
city? if Chriſt had ſaid, Let repentance and remiſſion of 
fins, be preached to all nations, in my name; BEGINNING 
AT ROME ; or, if it had been ſaid, the. diſciples were firſt. 
called chriſtians at ROME? they would immediately have 
cried out, Mother-church, They would have made a 
mighty noiſe about beginning at Rome, &c. This would 
have been demonſtration for their ſham ſupremacy over 
all churches. But as truly as Eve was the mother 7 
all living, Jeruſalem appears to be the mother of all 
churches. © There, Peter preached his firſt ſermon;. | 
there, he made his firſt converts, and founded the firft .. 
church, that is, the firſt congregation of faithful people, 
and this is what even they who compliment Rome with 
this affected claim of ſupremacy, are themſelves forced 
1 | to 
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to acknowledge &; yes, and we too, are willing enough, 
to allow her the title of mother, in ſuch ſenſe as the 
ſcripture has done it before us, that is to ſay, the mother 
of harlots and abominations of the earth, 

8. This obliges all who have obtained this grace, to be of 
a lite merciful and forgiving ſpirit. 

To be implacable, i is to be like a devil; to be a 
chriſtian, is to be like this Jeſus, who, upon a croſs, 
prayed for his enemies,/ Father, forgive them, Like this, 
Jeſus, who, after his reſurrection, courted theſe murde- 
rers into the ſalvation purchaſed by his blood and death; 
who gladly beſtowed it upon all that would accept it, 
and waited forty years upon the reſt, that they might, 
have time and ſpace to repent, This Jeſus is the head, 
the author, and pattern of our religion; and this reli. 
gion is certainly like himſelf, a religion that inſpires 
this God-like temper of mind; a temper particularly 
choſen out to ſhow the child of God, in one of the moſt 
genuine features of his heavenly Father. But I ſay unto 

you, love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to 
them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe 
you, and perſecute you, that you may appear to be the chil» 
dren of your heavenly Father. 

If Chriſtianity does ſo much conſiſt in a diſpoſition to 
treat even our very enemies thus; if Chriſt has enjoin- 
ed this temper of mind upon all his followers, as a mark 
of true religion, and of its genuine profeſſors ; if the 
very beauty and eſſence of this religion lie in having the 
| ſame mind in us, that was in Chriſt Jeſus; and in ſome 
conformity to that moſt lovely perſon, whoſe zeal for 


God's houfe eat up himſelf, indeed, but did not deyour 
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thoſe about him; if it does ſo much conſiſt in an imi- . 


tation of that excellent perſon, who is goodneſs and be- 
nevolence itſelf: if, I ſay, this be the ſpirit of our reli- 
gion, and of its author, IEsus, even towards enemies 
themſelves; tell us, O ye ſevere, ye rigid of all com- 
plexions and parties, tell us, how muſt brethren be treat- 
ed? How muſt thoſe, who are weak in the faith, be 
received? who, though perhaps miſtaken in differing 
from us, yet are not therefore enemies; are not viler 
for miſtaking the mind of Chriſt, than Jeruſalem ſinners 
for killing the perſon. Will it pleaſe him, who' has 
forgiven thee and them ſo many talents, to ſee thee 
take thy brother by the throat for a few pence ; and they 
too, not borrowed by him, but laid upon him by thee? 
Will perpetual worrying of thy brother ſuit the temper 
of- that Jeſus, who was no ſooner, in a manner, gat 
down from the croſs, but contrives how to ſave them 
that nailed him to it? One would imagine thoſe ſerip- 
tures never had a place in our bible, which command 
us to bear one another's burdens, inſtead of laying new 
ones on, and ſo to fulfil the mind Cbriſt; that we ſhould 
be kindly affeftioned one towards another, even' as God, 
for Cbriſt's ſake, has forgiven us. 

Bigots, there may be, and have been, of all perlba- 
ſions; but an implacable, irreconcileable, cruel chriſ- 
tion. bo-of the ſame figure of ſpeech as a godly adul- 
terer, a religious drunkard, or a devout murderer, A 
religion that inſpires cruelty * and revenge; chat is ſo 


far | 


„üs $aline's-hal bee vreached by foverat cininent dan 

ng miniſters in the year 1734, to prevent the growth of popery, there is 
one of Dr. Groſvenor's, intitled, Perſecution and Cruelty in the Prin- 
ciples, Practices, and Spirit, of the Romiſh Church, Having mentioned 
inſtances of cruelty, at which human nature ſhudders, he proceeds thus: 
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far from forgiving injuries, that it multiplies them up- 
on ſuch as deſire to injure nobody; that can allow ita 
| . Yotaries 


in their church, by the image of a woman drunk with blood 4. 414 i 
| Jaw the woman, the great anbore that ftteth upon many waters +, that is 
who rules and domineers over much people, has a juriſdiction which 
ſpreads far and wide, and from thence pretends to be the catholic church, 
Jae the woman, drunlen with the blood of the ſaints and martyrs of Jeſus; 
and when I. ſaw her, I wondered with great admiration, that is, wonderful 
cruelty! To be drunk, ſuppoſes the draughts to have been frequent; 
large, and pleaſant: nobody chooſes to be drunk with what is uaplea- 
ſant to the palate, So that to be drunk with blood, ſuppoſes the draughts 
of blood to be frequent, large, and pleaſant. And what 2 palate muſt 
that be to which blood is pleaſant, but crueſty itſelf? And as people, 
when they are drunk, talk nonſenſe, and do extrayagant things, ſo this 
woman, having, by cruelty. and blood, intoxicated berſelf with the gran- 
deur thereby attained, ſhe ſays, and inſiſts upon it, that number one is 
number a thouſand, the ſame number one; that an inch is as long as fivg 
or ſix ſect; that ſhe never did nor can tell allye in her life, nor do any 
thing amiſs; and ſhe raves at every one that don't believe alk this, and 
vous to be the death of them when ſhe gets them in her power,” 
The rev. Mr. Wharton, who was chaplain to the Roman Catholic | 
Society in Worceſter, but has lately relinquiſhed that communion; and 
become a Proteſtant, ſays, in the Motives for his. change af. ſentiment, 
atidreſſtdto his late charge, If any. doftrine can be contrary to the re- 
ligion of Jeſus Chriſt, and conſequently beretical, it muſt be that which 

teaches the juſtice of perſecution for conſcience's ſake,” py 
| Again, Look into any one of your own writers upon controverſy, 
and you will find this atgument repeatedly made uſe of; Proteſtants ale 
tow ſalvation to Roman Catholics but Roman Catholics do not allow ſal- 
vation to Proteſtants; therefore the Roman Catholic religion is the ſaſeſt 
of the two. Humanity ſhudders to relate, that, notwithſtanding the enor» 
mities occafioned by this tenet, it was promulgated under horrid anathes 
mas, by the pretended vicar of the meek and hutuble Jeſus; was adopts 
ed by chriſtian princes and biſhops, enforced by + canonized ſaints with 
all the horrors of the inquiſition4 juſtified by law; and ſanctified in pul- 
pitt, & c. Nor will the colours of this picture, hideous as they are, re- 
AR apy odium vpon you inthe eyes of your tellow ſubjefis, From my 
| | ovn 


Chap. xvii. 6. | + Ver, 11. | 
3 * St. Lominick was the firſt inquiſitor-general agair the Albigenſes,” 


( 69.) YA 
votaries ta contrive, as near as poſkble, the miſery: of 
poor people in this world, and their damnation inthe} 
next; as they do, undeniably, who firſt tempt a-poor} 
creature to ſhipwreck his conſcience, and then diſtrain 
upon him for not doing it ; firſt tempt a man to be an 
hypocrite, and next puniſh him for not being ſo: I ſay, a 
religion of this complexion needs no ſtronger confuta- 
tion, nor can be better proved to be none of his, than 
to be compared with this temper and ſpirit, with this 
carriage and commiſſion of the lovely Ixs us. For, O 
Lord! where didſt thou ever put fire and ſword, pri- 
ſons, halters, and gibbets into thy commiſſion? Or 
what was ever ſeen in thee, that could, look like ag 
proving any ſuch kind of methods, Hadſt thou ever ſaid 
to thine apoſtles, Go, preach the goſpel, beginning: at Jak 
riſalem; and they that will not believe as you bid them, 
plunder, impriſon, and ſtarve them, Didſt thou ever 
give thine apoſtles ſuch powers? Are men to be/forced 
by pain into the belief, that this Jeſus was the moſt men- 
ciful being, that his religion was the kindeſt thing in 
the world, that his miniſters are all fons of benignity 
and peace; and if they will not belive it, to call for the 
goaler and the rack to prove it? Such a commifieg 
would be rather ſuppoſed to come from ArFoLL.vom 
the deſtroyer, than from Jz$vs, the Saviour of mankind; 
who came into the world, not to deſtroy men's lives, but ts 
ſave them. To make the lamb and the wolf feed togather, 
that there might be no more hurting nor deſtroying im all thy 
holy mountain. | r bil $67 


. | ? 
don obſervation, J am happy to aſſure them, that the Roman church iap | 
this, as well as in many other particulars, is daily undergoing a filent te 
formation. The dark monſters of perſecution and bigotry are 1 
- gradually before the light of genuine religioa and philoſophy,” 


0 10 
Think, once more, to whom it was this offer wag 
going to be made. They had ſpit in his face, in whoſe 
preſence angels cover theirs, raptured with delight and 
Joy, and have no ſweeter ecſtaſies than to behold his 
beauty. They had blinded his eyes, which had fo often 
wept over them, and their children, and fo often turned 
up to his Father in heaven for them; they ſtruck him, 
buffered and ſcourged him; they mocked him, deſpiſed 
Him, and expoſed him to the moſt contrived indignities 
that ever attended a crown of thorns, and a diſmal croſs ; 
he forgave it all toevery one of them that would but repent. 
If the hiſtory of the world had ever afforded an in- 
ſtance of a good prince, whoſe government was per- 
fectly juſt, his adminiſtration according to the beſt 
laws, tempered with equity and moderation, his tem- 
per gentle and mild, affable and condeſcending, one 
that treated his ſubjects as any father could do his chil. 
dren, laying himſelf out entirely for their benefit and 
fervice, ſo that the people could not but own, He had 
done all things well; how ſurprizing would it be to find, 
that, after all, this good prince was aſſaſſinated by thoſe 
whom he had moſt obliged? That there ſhould be any 
beings on this ſide hell capable of ſuch a thing? Well, 
in the laſt agonies of his life, he calls ſome friends about 
him, and ſays to this purpoſe, —I am dying of the 
wounds they have given me; I had reaſon to expect a 
kinder return. — However, I forbid all revenge upon 
any of thoſe that relent; and, before I die, I order that 
there be an act of grace drawn up, and proclaimed for 
the pardon of my murderers, upon condition only, that 
they be ſenſible of what they have done, that they ac- 
knowledge their fault : and to give them aſſurance, that 5 
they may depend upon it, I will have it ſubſcribed and 
ſealed, with ſome of that very blood they have drawn. 
And fince I find myſelf dying away, I do command with 
l my 


1 
my laſt breath; that the heralds who ſhall proclaim tis, 
do ſend the firſt copy of it to him that gave me the f 
wound, and the ſecond to him that ſtruck the dec 
and ſo gave up the ghoſt. How would all the annals. 
have rung of ſuch an inſtance as this? What a noiſe 
would it have made in-the world? Hjs name would. 
have ſtood for the figure of all goodneſs. Arts and: 
ſciences would have laviſhed all their treaſures upon: 
the memory of ſo. much grace. The hiſtorian, the» 
orator, the poet,. the painter, the ſtatuary, nor would; 
they have refrained from raiſing altars to ſo much Di-- 
vinity incarnate. —— There is a perſon of whom all 
this is fact. There is a name to which all this is. due. 
»Tis thine, Oh Jz8us ! that lovely name! even Ixsus, 
who hath delivered us from wrath to come, by dying an 
der our hands, and for our fakes, | ; 

Here then, with the apoſtles, let us ſtand, and gaze,, 
and wonder, and worſhip, as they did, after he had ſaid, 
theſe things. Things, ſo > x Bot call for a ſpecial act of; 
adoration, The whole God ſhone forth in this goods, 
neſs. His miracles did not ſpeak him more divine. [ 
will not execute the fierceneſs of my wrath, I will not return 
to deſtroy Jeruſalem, for I am God, and not man. Such 
is the language of the Deity, and ſuch the language of 
this commiſſion. 

Jesvs! with what a thihd*and frame of ſoul didſt 
thou leave this world, and go up to heaven! And art 
thou ſtill the ſame? Has the higheſt place in heaven 
only enlarged thy power of doing good, according 
the eſtabliſhed economy and order of grace? And 
that grace {fil as free, as full, as extenſive, as ſufficient, 


e gs when firſt offered to Jeruſalem ? Then I am thy | 
captive, for who can hold W Who | 


can deny any thing to this ? 
O! hear 


[ 


| (72) 
Ol thear:me but in the following prayer. Thats 
fines portion of the ſame ſpirit that renders thee ſo love- 
ly, may deſcend upon me, and then I am ſure to be be- 
loved by thee: for, if this be thy carriage towards thine 
enemies, what is thy heart towards them that love thee 


as their own' ſouls? Let, therefore, all thoſe paſſions 
and affections, which held the apoſtles in ecſtaſy of at- 
tention, when they beheld at parting, the ſweet majeſty 
of thy humble grandeur ; when they beheld the marks 
of thy late ſufferings, and of preſent authority; of all 
power in heaven and earth, and of brotherly love, at 
once ſeated in thy divine aſpeR; when they beheld the 
heavens opening, their Lord aſcending, and followed 
thee with eyes drowned in love, and ſtretching, with 
curious wonder into the celeſtial preſence. O! let 
theſe ſame paſſions and affections, fo poſſeſs my ſoul, and 
devote me to thyſelf and ſervice, that I may never give 
over looking upwards in expectation, till I ſhall behold' 
thee in lite manner coming the ſecond time, without fin, un- 
to faluation ! 
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The following Hymn of Dr. Doppetbor's is U 
ſuitable to to the Subject, that 5 is 
made for its Inſertion. | 


The Gofpel fe freached at Janvsatut, 
Luke xxiv. 47. 5 


40. faith the Lord, proclaim my grace 
To all the ſons of Adam's race, 


Pardon for every crimſon fin, 
And at Feruſalem begin. 

2. There, where iny blood, A 
Stands warm upon mount Calvary ; 

That blood ſhall purge away their guilt, 
By whom ſo lately it was ſpilt. 

3- Now tet the dating rebels turn, 

And o'er their bleeding Sov'reign mourn z 
Their bleeding Sov'reign ſhall forgive, 
And bid the rebels look and live.” 

4: Is this thy voice; All-gracious Lord ? 
And did the rebels hear thy- 
And did they fall beneath thy feet, 
And on their knees forgiveneſs meet ? 

5. Then may hope for mercy too; 
Such love can my hard heart ſubdue, 
And give this guilty ſoul a place 
Among theſe captives of thy grace. | 

6. Here be it daily mine employ | 8 
To bathe thy wounds with tears of joy 
Till *'midft the new Jeruſalem 
In one full choir we ſing thy name. 
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